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| envy not in any nopods
The Captive void of Nobl e Rage,
The Iinnet born within the cage,

That never knew the summer woods:

| envy not the beast that takes
Hs license in the field of tine;
Unfetter’d by the sense of crineg,

To whom a consci ence never wakes;

Nor what may count itself as blest,
The heart that never plighted troth
But stagnates in the weeds of sloth;

Nor any want-begotten rest.

| hold it true, whate' er befall
| feel it when | trouble nost;
"Tis better to have | oved and | ost

Than never to have |oved at all.

In Menoriam Canto 27

- Alfred, Lord Tennyson

Not e:

Over| appi ng di al ogue shall be denoted with a doubl e slash
(//) to indicate the point at which the next character
starts to interrupt.



ACT |

Scene 1

A Restaurant. SANDRA and JENN FER
are just finishing their dinner

SANDRA
So, anyway, her father is understandably upset that it ended
up getting this bad.

JENNI FER
| don’t understand why you didn’t catch it sooner.

SANDRA
VWll, that’s what |"msaying. |[It’s the nature of her
condition... It’s just what prevents anybody from seeing it
until it got to this point.

JENNI FER
So just how bad is it?

SANDRA
Well, actually... let nme show you..

(She funbl es around | ooking for an

envel ope)
JENNI FER
Do | want to see this while I’ m eating?
SANDRA
| thought you were finished.
JENNI FER
| was thinking about dessert.
SANDRA
It’s getting kind of late..
JENNI FER
| got you a cake.
SANDRA
Ch, honey, you really didn’t have to... damm, where is

that. ..

(She continues | ooking around for the
envel ope while the waiter, JOHNNY,
appr oaches)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

JOHNNY
So how was everything this evening, |adies?
SANDRA
Fi ne, thank you.
JOHNNY
So can | get you anything else... nmaybe sonme nore iced tea
or sonething....?
SANDRA
No thanks, just the-
JENNI FER

Un yes that woul d be nice.

(The bogus "Service with a smle" act
di sappears in an al nost slapstic manner
at this unexpected response)

J OHNNY
(recovering)
And for you, ma’ anf

SANDRA
K, sure, | guess.... [/ | nean...
DAVE
/1l You want -
SANDRA

Yes! Pl ease. ..

(They stare at each other in silence as
he clears off their old glasses and
continue to do so for a few nonments
after he goes. Finally, they both

| augh.)
SANDRA
Thank you. For a mnute | thought it was just ne.
JENNI FER
Just you? | practically had ny back to himand | could
still see those shoul ders drop!
SANDRA

You' re not gonna...?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

JENNI FER
Gonna what ?
SANDRA
Ask to speak to the manager
JENNI FER
Oh pl ease.
SANDRA
Hey, we’ ve been going through this for years..
JENNI FER
Yeah, and it’s al ways-
SANDRA
: and it’s not just when you're |looking to get themin
trouble. Al those other tines... //
JENNI FER
(overl appi ng)
/1 1’msorry | enbarrass you..
SANDRA
(continuous, overl appi ng)
/1 ... when you just have to go on and on conplinenting them
to their boss.
JENNI FER
\What ever. . .
SANDRA

(after a pause)
Plus, it’s usually pretty obvious it wasn't really about how
great you thought his service was, but about how cute you
t hought his ass was.

JENNI FER
Hey, don’t get ne started..

SANDRA
CGet you started?

JENNI FER
Well, if you don't want nme to enbarrass you with it, then
let’s not encourage nme to start thinking of that other
little thing | tend to notice at restaurants... especially
wth this guy...

SANDRA

What are you tal ki ng about?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

JENNI FER
well....
(giving her an evil grin)
You know.. ..
SANDRA
(now under st andi ng but clearly not
agr eei ng)
Ummm ... ok.
(pause)

Oh, and speaking of things you love to do to enbarrass ne,
you didn’t...?

JENNI FER
Didn’t what?
SANDRA
You didn’t tell anyone here that it was...
JENNI FER
Ch, cone on... would I do that to you?
SANDRA
No, | nean it, you' d better not have told themto cone out
her e and-
JENNI FER
| didn't.
SANDRA
Good, you'd better not have. | amnot in the nood to be

sung to by a bunch of -

(A different waiter, DAVE, cones to the
table with two new gl asses of iced tea.)

DAVE
Here you go.

SANDRA
Thanks.

JENNI FER
Thank you.

(He sets the check down on the table.)

DAVE
Whenever you’' re ready.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

(He goes off)

SANDRA
Coul d you be any | ess subtle?
JENNI FER
Yeah.
SANDRA
| guess he didn’t change nuch after his first attenpt.
JENNI FER
What ?
SANDRA

You know... to get us out of here.

(Jennifer, having seen that it was a
different waiter, doesn’t understand.)

JENNI FER
What do you nean?

SANDRA
He recovered nicely the first tinme but... well you
know. ... oh, never m nd.

JENNI FER

Well yeah, just |like the other guy...

SANDRA
What ot her guy?
(sees she’s not paying attention,
| ooki ng around for Johnny)

Jenn?
JENNI FER
Oh, sorry... what?
SANDRA
Never m nd.
JENNI FER
So what were you telling ne about the girl?
SANDRA
The girl?
JENNI FER
That little girl... patient of yours. Sonething about her
X-rays?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

SANDRA
Oh yes..

(She finds the envel ope she’ d been

| ooking for earlier. \While her eyes are
averted, pulling out the pictures and
x-rays, Jennifer pulls a flask out of
her purse and pours sone into her tea.)

SANDRA
It really is interesting, this condition.
JENNI FER
What did you say it was called?
SANDRA
Congenital analgesia.... patient is conpletely incapable of
feeling any pain.
JENNI FER
Sounds like a gift.
SANDRA

Oh it can be. But we’'ve got to nonitor her, stay on top of
it for the rest of her life. Her father always says how
inmportant it is that she have a normal life. Doesn’t want
to tell her she can’'t play soccer and do all the other stuff
she loves. But if we don't constantly check up on her to
see to it she hasn’t sustained any injuries that she can't
feel, sonething |ike this ends up happeni ng.

(She hands her sister a picture.)

JENNI FER
Damm, hurts just |looking at it.

SANDRA
Si x weeks she wal ked around on that ankle, conpletely
unawar e that anything was wong while the bone grewin |ike
that....

JENNI FER
So she can't feel anything at all?
SANDRA
No, that’s just the thing, she can. Just not pain. | went

over all that with her father. Showed himas | tickled
her, made her giggle. Ran ny fingers up and down her arm.
(imtates doing it, making the little
baby tal k sounds associated with the
action.)

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

SANDRA (cont’ d)
"Can you feel that?" She said, "yes, yes, yes" between her
little giggles. And then | asked, "now suppose | were to
take this instrunent and hit you as hard as | could across
your arm and break it?"... "nope, | wouldn't feel it!"

JENNI FER
Amazi ng.
(noticing Sandra hasn’t touched her tea)
Are you going to...?

SANDRA
What...? GCh no, go ahead.

(Jennifer takes her sister’s tea and
starts to spike it like before, while
Sandra is distracted | ooking at the
pi ctures)

SANDRA
So, anyway, the whole thing has given ne a lot to think
about before they come in next week. Lotsa things I'd |like
to run by her father about-
(seeing what her sister is doing)
Have you been doing that all night?

JENNI FER
Doi ng what ?

SANDRA
That! Is that the only reason you' ve been able to talk to
me and get out of your... how nuch have you had al ready,
anyway ?

JENNI FER

Ch cone on, what’s the matter with you?

SANDRA
Nothing’s the matter with me, | just thought that maybe at
some poi nt -

JENNI FER
At some point what? That 1’'d start to enjoy mnysel f?

SANDRA
Jenn, | think you' re starting to enjoy yourself a little bit
too much this evening.

JENNI FER

O is it you? Afraid that maybe at sonme point | m ght
succeed in pulling the stick out of your ass and-

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

SANDRA
Jennifer, | think I know how to enjoy nyself wthout-

JENNI FER
It’s your birthday for crying out | oud!

SANDRA
Yes, | know that! When did | ever say | didn’'t want to-

JENNI FER
Oh, please. You didn't even want to let ne take you out in
the first place.

SANDRA
No, | didnt...

JENNI FER
That's right.

SANDRA

... generally, when sonebody "takes sonmeone el se out”
t hey. ..

JENNI FER
They what ?
SANDRA
Forget it.
JENNI FER
Just say it. Cone on... alright fine, here.

(passes the tea back to her)
You drink it.

SANDRA
| don't want it now.

JENNI FER
| know you don’t want it. That's why, as the sister that
| oves you, its ny duty to let you know you need it.

SANDRA
What the hell’s that supposed to nean?
JENNI FER
| think you know what it neans. After this, we’ re gonna go-
SANDRA
No, listen to me. W’re not going anywhere after this.
(taki ng the check)
W&’ re gonna pay- |’ mgonna pay the check and then I’ m gonna
take you hone. "1l call you in the norning and nake sure

that everything’ s-

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

JENNI FER
No! It’s only nine, and there's plenty of time to hit the
clubs. But first-
(shouts across the restaurant)
Hey Johnny! Yo! Mbre drinks!

SANDRA
Stop that!

JENNI FER
What’s wong with you?
(Sandra starts to respond)

Johnny! !'!

SANDRA
Dave

JENNI FER
VWhat ?

SANDRA
Waiter’'s nanme i s Dave.

JENNI FER

(shouting across the restaurant)
Dave! Cone on over here!

SANDRA
Thanks for keeping your prom se not to enmbarrass ne on ny
bi rt hday.

(Dave returns to the table)

DAVE
Can | get you | adies sonething el se?

SANDRA
(pi cking up the check)
No, we’'re fine.

JENNI FER
(grabs the other end of the check)
No, we’'re not. W need sone drinks. Sonething a |ot
stronger than this tea... nmaybe sone tequil a.

(Both sisters continue to hold onto the
check, pulling it back and forth)

DAVE
Tequi | a?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

SANDRA
No.

JENNI FER
Yes.

SANDRA
Hold on, let ne get ny card.

JENNI FER
Not for ne. For her.

SANDRA
| don’t want any-

DAVE
| can cone back-

JENNI FER
No, stay here.

SANDRA

Yes, stay so we can pay the-

JENNI FER
(shouts)
Let go of the freakin’ check!!!

(She does and there is a | ong pause)

DAVE
Unhhhh. .. next Saturday. W got UFC on pay per view in the
bar .

SANDRA
VWhat ??

JENNI FER
Sounds |ike a blast. But right now ny sister needs a
drink. It’s her birthday.

DAVE
It’s your birthday?
(Sandra is still too enbarrassed and
angry to speak, so her sister answers
for her.)
JENNI FER

Yes.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

DAVE
Heeeyyyy.... well, happy birthday!
SANDRA
(slowy)
Thank you.
DAVE
VWhat can | get for you? Anything you want. On the house.
SANDRA
(sighs)
"1l have a martini.
DAVE
Amrtini...
SANDRA
One!'!  And then we’'re out of here.
DAVE
(starting to go)
You got it.
JENNI FER
Hey, uh.... Dave. The other guy on his break?
DAVE

(not under st andi ng)
The ot her dude...?

JENNI FER
Quy that was waiting on us all night.

SANDRA
This is the-

JENNI FER
No, | mean the other...

SANDRA
Jenn, this is-

JENNI FER

No, before that...
(aside to her sister)
You know, the cute one?

(She was drunk enough to think only her
sister could hear that, but Sandra
doesn’t need to see himreact- in good
hunor - before getting enbarrassed)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

SANDRA
|"mso sorry. | just don’t know what. ..

DAVE
Hey, don’t nention it. M always said | got the brains.

(He goes off.)

SANDRA
| just don’t believe you..
JENNI FER
Ch, stop it... you re just incapable of having a good tine,
that's all
SANDRA
| was having a perfectly good tinme until it becane obvious
that you can’'t-
JENNI FER
Oh, tell ne once that you showed any-
SANDRA
Hey, | laughed with you about Dave’s little iced tea offer,
didnt 17?
JENNI FER
Oh, pl ease..
SANDRA
Didn't [|?
JENNI FER
Yes, so then maybe-
SANDRA

Then maybe | don’t need to make a fool of nyself every tine
| show nmy face in public in order to show you that |1’ m
having a good tine. 1In case you mssed it, |I was until-

JENNI FER
What do you nean about Dave’'s iced tea offer?

SANDRA
Don’t tell nme you ve had so nuch to drink you can’'t even
remenber. ..

JENNI FER
O course | renenber... but not Dave, the other guy... guy
that got all butt hurt about me taking himup on his own
of fer.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

SANDRA
Li sten, honey. | don’t know just how just much you ve had
to drink tonight, but you re just further illustrating what

|"ve been trying to tell you. Nobody went on a
break. That’'s the sanme guy.

JENNI FER
The sane guy...?
SANDRA
Been waiting on us all night... maybe when you sober up-
JENNI FER
Oh, don’t give nme that. | hadn't taken one sip yet when we
sat down. \Wen he took our order. The cute one... teased
you about your... you know? Hi s nanme was Johnny.
SANDRA
(shocked)
Johnny?
JENNI FER
You do renenber!
SANDRA
No! | don’'t I'"mjust...
JENNI FER
What ?
SANDRA
Not hi ng.

(There is another long silence as she
tries to absorb the increased shock of
how vivid her sister’s apparent

“hal | uci nation" is.)

JENNI FER
Listen, | really did want to treat you tonight. Show you a
good tine. Wiy don’'t you let ne pick up the check when he
cones back?

SANDRA
Because you know | can’t let you do that when you can’t
even-
(pause)
Sorry.

JENNI FER
Forget it.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

SANDRA
But you did know |'d never let you do that... didn't
you? That was just another... "iced tea offer” of your own,
wasn't it?
JENNI FER
What ever you say.
SANDRA
Wasn't it?
JENNI FER
(sl ow y)
Yes.
(Both waiters, one with the martini and
the other wwth a cake, cone back in
singi ng "Happy Birthday". Sandra
stares, enbarrassed and angry as they
continue singing and the lights fade.)
TRANSI TI ON:
(I'n the darkness, the other actors go
of fstage, but Johnny, talking on his
cell phone, steps forward into the apron
area as a snmall point of light conmes up
on him)
JOHNNY
No, nom it was bad... Yes, | saw her. | saw her and it
didn"t gowell.... No it wasn't that, not at
all. Actually, I think she did recognize nme.... yeah, she
did, but there was sonething else. Something just not
right. | don’t know what it was. | just don't
know. .. Yeah, | know what you nean, it’'s just |like you
al ways told nme, "never give up". 1’|l keep trying.... Yes,
Il will. | promse.
BLACKOUT
Scene 2
Sandra’s living room The next
nmorning. Jennifer is on the couch,
sl eeping of f her hangover as Sandra
wal ks in, on the phone.
SANDRA
No, | don’'t think it would be a good idea if she cane back
to live with you... Yes, |I’mchecking up on her
regularly.... Yes, everyday.... Yes, | said, | call her
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 16.

SANDRA (cont’ d)
every day, she’s doing fine, last night was just kind of a,

a.... yeah, well whatever you wanna call it, she’'s

fine... MmMm... Mom... Mm |ook she ended up sl eeping
here last night, but | nade sure she got up, and got to
work.... yes, Mom that’s just what’s so inportant... she
needs to work, feel like everything is normal... yes, |
did... I got it, Mom It was very nice, thank you... no,
its just the right size... yes, I'll wear it when you see ne
at Christmas... alright... alright... I love you too.

(Jenni fer has been stirring during the
conversation, and she sits up on the
couch as Sandra hangs up)

JENNI FER
Way shoul dn’t everything be normal ?
SANDRA
What ?
JENNI FER
You told nom
SANDRA
Yeah, | also told her you nmade it in to work this norning.
JENNI FER
What did you nean-
SANDRA
| can’t keep covering for you like this all the tine.
JENNI FER
Covering for ne?
SANDRA

Paul s not the only one, Jenn. He can't keep dealing with
this either.

JENNI FER
"1l talk to him
SANDRA
| already did.
JENNI FER
You didn’t have to.
SANDRA
Yes, | did. Wen you didn't pick up he called ne to see
what was going on. | tried lying to him..

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 17.

JENNI FER

You didn’t have to do that. [’'Il call him
SANDRA

No, you won't.
JENNI FER

Yes, | will. 1’|l tell himthe truth... tell himit was a

speci al occasion, that it won't happen again
SANDRA

No, it won't...
JENNI FER

You don’t believe ne? | can handle ny own-
SANDRA

About that, no | don't believe you. But if there s one
thing I can believe you on, it’s that it won't happen again
with Paul. He made that perfectly clear when | spoke to him
an hour ago.

JENNI FER
It’s fine... I"Il find another job.

SANDRA
Where, Jenn? That’s what | was trying to say. There's only
so many strings | can keep pulling for you..

JENNI FER
Yeah, | know that! What are you so worried about?

SANDRA
Just that sooner or |ater you re gonna have to interview
with...

JENNI FER
What ? Wth soneone that hasn’t seen ny sister naked before?

SANDRA
Alright, 1"mout of here.

(She picks up her keys and purse and
goes for the door.)

JENNI FER
Sandy!
SANDRA
|"ve already had to call and cancel ny nine o' clock. [|I’'m

not m ssing any nore on account of this crap.
(She wal ks upstage to the front door.)

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 18.

SANDRA (cont’ d)

Il be honme by six. | want you gone when | get hone.
JENNI FER
(calling after her, desperately)
Sandy!
SANDRA
(turning back)
What ?
JENNI FER
Please... I"msorry, don't go.
SANDRA
| have patients.
JENNI FER
You have tine... please, conme sit down a m nute.
SANDRA

(wal ki ng back and sitting beside her)
What’ s going on with you, Jennifer?

JENNI FER
| don’t know, | don’t know. Just... please don’t throw ne
out. Not now.

SANDRA

Is that all you re worried about? A place to sleep for a few
ni ght s?

JENNI FER
No!
SANDRA
Al ready gotten yourself evicted there, too?
JENNI FER
No, no. | just... | don't know. | just don’'t like it over
t here.
SANDRA

How do you expect to pay your rent, now? |It’s due weekly
over there, you know.

JENNI FER
| know.

SANDRA
There’s no | eases at those places, so | msspoke. It’s not
an "eviction" which involves a long | egal procedure... You

don’t pay the day it’s due, they |lock you out and keep any
of your stuff you' ve left in there.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 19.

JENNI FER
Well, that’d be fine. I don’t have any stuff.

SANDRA
No, you don’'t.

JENNI FER

(after a pause)

Look, | just mssed spending tine with you. It gets so
| onely over there at the hotel. Ever since the... you
know... | don’t see any of my old friends. But |ast night,

it was just like old tines, you and ne. W had so nuch
fun..

SANDRA

Yeah, that’s an interesting way to put it...
JENNI FER

Vell, it was.
SANDRA

That’ s what it takes for you to have fun now?

JENNI FER
No, that’'s not what | neant.

SANDRA
To create nore and nore places where | can never show ny
face agai n?

JENNI FER
|’ msorry | enbarrassed you again.
SANDRA
Forget it.
JENNI FER
Hey, at least | didn't ask to see the nmanager.
SANDRA
Yeah, that nmakes things a |ot better.
JENNI FER
|’msorry | asked about the hot guy...
SANDRA
Yeah, | was thinking nore along the lines of everything that
happened after that.
JENNI FER

There was loud nmusic in the bar, and there were other people
danci ng, you know.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 20.

SANDRA
Yeah, well not all of them were knocking over tables and
br eaki ng di shes.

JENNI FER
Sorry. ..

SANDRA
None of them saw the need to dance topless on top of the
bar .

JENNI FER
Oh, god.

SANDRA
Starting to renmenber, now?

JENNI FER
It won’t happen agai n.

SANDRA

What ever happened to your shirt anyway?

JENNI FER
| don’t know, you were holding it when we |eft.

SANDRA
Uh, yeah, holding it over you on our way out after we were
asked to | eave, so you wouldn’t get arrested on the walk to
t he car.

JENNI FER
There for ne again, as always...
SANDRA
(noting the stained T-shirt Jennifer is

wear i ng)
| see you found a new one. Already got nyself a new
roommat e hel ping herself to all ny things... raiding ny
refrigerator...

JENNI FER
| haven’t eaten anyt hing.
SANDRA
(rubbi ng her hand over the stain)
Uh, you obviously have. Wat did you spill, anyway?
JENNI FER

| don’t know.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 21.

SANDRA

Well, you had sonething.... what is it all over the shirt?
JENNI FER

| dunno... | think its probably throw up.

(Sandra recoils and goes offstage to the
bat hroom brushing off her hands.)

JENNI FER
(calling after her)
Oh cone on, you're a doctor for crying out loud. Is that

what you do when you exam ne patient’s hemmeroi ds? 1Is that
what you did to everyone at the VA hospital when you worked
sumers there during college, changing their bed

pans? Look, I'msorry. Just let ne stay here for a little
whi | e.
SANDRA
(of f st age)
It’s fine. It’s fine. 1’Il cone back here to pick you up
after work, and then we’'ll stop by the hotel to pick up your
stuff.
JENNI FER
What little there is... fine. Thanks, Sandy.
SANDRA
(of f st age)
|”ve still got lots of Danny’s crap here, so what are a few
nore things?
JENNI FER
Oh... you're sure | won't be in the way? | nean if Danny
wants to-
SANDRA
(com ng back from the bathroom
| don’t think that'll be a problem
JENNI FER
You’ re not gonna-
SANDRA

No. G ven the fact he wouldn’'t-
(checki ng her cell phone, which she
feel s vibrating)
Wel |, speak of the devil, there he is..
(puts the phone back in her purse)
and there he can stay.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 22.

JENNI FER
|’msorry... you' re not seeing anyone el se?

SANDRA
No.
(pause)
Look, its fine if you want to stay here. Wth work, and
everyt hing, we probably won’'t even notice each other.

JENNI FER

| was hoping we would. | nmean you, you shoul d-
SANDRA

Look, I don’t need you to... I'mfine, ok?
JENNI FER

Sure.
SANDRA

These past couple of nonths it’s been kinda nice to be free
of all the usual..

pause)
And no, Paul and | did NOT used to sleep together.

JENNI FER
| knew t hat.

SANDRA
What the hell’s that supposed to nean?
(no answer)
| have to get going.
(she starts to go, again)

JENNI FER
Do it for ne.
SANDRA
What ?
JENNI FER
Do it for ne.
SANDRA
Do what for you?
JENNI FER
Spend nore tine with ne. | don’'t want to barely notice each
other, that’s just the thing. | understand, you don’t wanna

see anyone, that’s fine. But you can’t just decide not to
have a sister.
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SANDRA
Jennifer...

JENNI FER
Al that stuff about |ast night, about having fun
together. | nmeant that. | wasn’t tal king about all the
other stuff that.... you know. Before that. W were
sharing old stories, laughing at the waiter. It was
like... we were sisters again.

SANDRA
| didn’t think that cane with an expiration date.

JENNI FER
Seened |ike there was. Like it had passed years ago..

(pause)

And then all of a sudden, there was last night... | hadn’t
seen you laugh in a long tine.

SANDRA
Maybe you just weren’'t there to see it.

JENNI FER
Maybe you just weren’'t wanting to showit to ne.

SANDRA

(sighs)

| have to go. You know | was just busting your chops about
raiding the refrigerator... help yourself to anything you
want. | don’'t keep any liquor in the house, so with your

car mles away at the hotel, you should be fine until |
return.

JENNI FER
Sandra, | told you it won't happen again. [|'mnot |ike
that, really. Last night was special, and so | wanted to
have a little fun, that’'s all. | told you
SANDRA
Yes, you did. And we both know that isn't true.
JENNI FER
(after a | ong pause)
| don’t know what’s wong with ne. | just don’t know.
SANDRA
There’s no reason why you should still be in pain // like
this...
JENNI FER
(over | appi ng)
/1 1’”mnot.
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SANDRA
at | east none that Dr. Bradford could find...
(pause)
What do you nean, you're not?

JENNI FER
| don’t know why that Dr. Bradford of yours has to operate
under the assunption that there nust be sone kind of...
“hurt".

SANDRA
What then?
JENNI FER
| don’t know. There’s just a... an enptiness.
SANDRA
(obvi ously hiding sonet hi ng)
W'll find it for you, Jenn... \Whatever it is that'll...
JENNI FER
| feel like |I already have found it... and yet it’s stil
not there.

(pause)
Way? Should it be sinpler than that? Should I be hurting?

SANDRA
What the hell’s that supposed to nean?

JENNI FER
What happened the nonth before ny... before the...?

(Sandra just stares at her for a nonent
bef ore being "saved by the bell"™ by her
phone ringing again. She |ooks down to
check the caller 1D.)

SANDRA
Oh, for CGod s sake.
JENNI FER
(getting up)
Taaaaaal k to him... Jesus, quit being such a baby.
(she starts toward the bat hroomnm
"’ mgonna take a shower... if that’s all owed.
SANDRA

Be nmy guest... you're the big girl here.

JENNI FER
| won’t use the wong towels this tinme, don't worry.
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SANDRA
Use themall. ..

(quietly)
nmop up the whol e bathroom floor with them again.
JENNI FER
(of f st age)
| heard that... Are you still rationing the guests’ share

of the hot water, too?

(From of f stage, the puked on shirt gets
t ossed back into the living room)

SANDRA
Use it all... those of us with jobs showered over an hour
ago.

(Door sl ans of f stage.)

SANDRA
Not that a cold shower wouldn’'t do you a | ot of good.
(She gets out her phone and re-dials.)
You called ne, that’'s what... no, is that how you answer the
phone, "yeah, what?"... yeah, "only for the..." yeah, well
“"the bitch" is returning your call, dickhead, what do you
want...? Danny, you can cone by and pick up your crap

anyti me you want, you know that... No, not when |’ m not
here, why do you think I changed the | ocks...? Then get a
court order... Well, | guess that’s your problemthen, isn't

it? Sooner or later if you want to go through everything
here and find out what’s yours, you' re gonna have to cone

| ook at she who you wouldn’t piss on if she was on fire... |
don't care if your whore is over there alone right now, I'm
not going through all the stuff, finding out what is and is
not yours, and driving ny happy ass over there to deliver it
to her.

(Seeing the puked on shirt, and picking

it up)
You know actually, | did cone across your Hard Rock Cafe
T-shirt this norning.... yeah, the one you liked so

much. Your place actually is on the way to work. |11
bring it right by... Yeah, right now.

(Lights fade.)
TRANSI Tl ON:

(Dave, on his phone, steps forward into
the spotlight in the apron area that
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Johnny stood in during the |ast
t ransi ton)

DAVE
Hey, ook I don’t know what to tell you, man. That’'s the
nunber they gave ne. |If she ain’t picking up, then there's
nothing I can do.... Well, ook bro, whaddya want nme to
say? Not like this is the first time sone chick has ditched
you.... GCkay, I'msorry dude, | didn't nmean that.... No,
really, man. Just keep trying.... Yeah, just |like we always
sai d. .
BLACKOUT
Scene 3
Sandra’s office. Three nonths
|ater. Sandra is there with Johnny,
who' s doubling as her patient’s
father and going over an x-ray with
her
SANDRA
Well, everything is |ooking nornmal.
JOHNNY

Bone’s growing back in like it’'s supposed to?

SANDRA
Yes, but nmeke sure she doesn’t put any weight on it, that
she stays on her crutches until she sees ne next week.

J OHNNY

But after that, you think she'|ll be ready to... you know?
SANDRA

Wll, we'll have to take one | ast | ook at her to be sure,

but I don’t see any reason why not.

J OHNNY

Ch, she’s going to be so excited!
SANDRA

Yeah | know... she’ll be back in action soon, don’t worry.
J OHNNY

That’'s great! So is there anything else | need to know
about -

(A knock at the door.)
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SANDRA
Come in.

(Jenni fer enters)

JOHNNY
Oh, sorry. Didn't realize | was keeping your next patient
wai ti ng.

SANDRA
No, no. It’s just ny sister.
JENNI FER
(nocki ng)
Yeah, just your sister, don't mnd ne.
SANDRA
My lunch date. No, everything else is fine.
JOHNNY
Can | keep these?
SANDRA

Yes, those are your copies.

JOHNNY
(taking the x-rays)
Ck, see you next week.

SANDRA
Say hi to Vicky for ne.

JOHNNY
I will.

(He starts to go, but Jennifer is in his
way and staring at him | ovestruck.)

JOHNNY
Ch, excuse ne.
JENNI FER
(dream ly)
Hi .
JOHNNY
(unconf ort abl e)
Unh, hello.

(wal ks past her to the door, then turns
back.)
Have a good | unch, | adies.
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(Jennifer stares after himas he goes)

SANDRA
| thought you were gonna neet ne at the restaurant.
JENNI FER
Wiy didn’t you tell me he was your patient?
SANDRA
Don't see why its any of your concern, but no... his
daught er.
JENNI FER
H s daughter?
SANDRA
My patient. She’'s the girl | was telling you about with the
anal gesi a
JENNI FER
Anal gesi a?
SANDRA
The ankl e she broke at the soccer gane. And she can't... you
r emenber .
JENNI FER
Yeah, | do.
SANDRA
You two know each ot her?
JENNI FER
Well, no. Just remenber himfromyour birthday a couple
nont hs ago.
SANDRA
My birthday?
JENNI FER
Yeah, the guy who... never m nd.
SANDRA
Yeah, let’s not go there again.
JENNI FER
Probably a good i dea.
SANDRA

"’ m serious. Do you have to keep telling everyone about it?
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JENNI FER
| don’t tell everyone..
SANDRA
Jenn, I'"mon the phone with Momthe other day... | suggest

that if she’s not feeling any better soon, then maybe | can

take a few days off, conme out and help her with sone of the

stuff around the house... and she says, "honey, are you sure
that wasn’t just an iced tea offer"?

JENNI FER
Vell. ..

SANDRA
| wonder who she m ght have |learned that from.. You know,
it really wasn’t that funny, and given everything that
followed 1'd just as soon forget about-

JENNI FER
Well, it was, wasn't it?
SANDRA
No, it really wasn’t. | just thought that it-
JENNI FER
It was just an iced tea offer, wasn't it?
SANDRA
(after a pause)
VWll, 1’d have had to have been conpletely out of ny mnd if
it wasn't.
(She lets it sink in for a nonent, and
t hen they both | augh.)
SANDRA
But seriously, let’s please not talk any nore about
everything that went on that night.... especially with how
wel | things have been going for you since then.
JENNI FER
What do you nean?
SANDRA
| nmean... these past couple nonths since then, you ve been

doing so much better. Dr. Bradford tells nme how well the
t herapy’s been goi ng, how much you’ ve i nproved.

JENNI FER
Yeah.
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SANDRA
And | ook at you. | can see it nyself.

JENNI FER
That’'s actually one of the things | wanted to talk to you
about .

SANDRA
| mserious. The new job, and how well you're fitting
in... I’mjust really proud of you.

JENNI FER

Yeah, that’s fine, thanks. But it’s sone of the stuff I
tal ked with Bradford about at yesterday’ s session that |
wanted to talk to you about.

SANDRA
We can tal k about it-

JENNI FER
Here, not at the restaurant.

SANDRA
Honey, you don’t have anything to be ashamed of.

JENNI FER
| understand you have sonme of Bradford s old files from sone
of our early-

SANDRA
Have you given any thought to putting in those applications?
JENNI FER
What ?
SANDRA
The coll ege applications. | nmean, with your acceptance at-
JENNI FER
Yeah, they rescinded that after the whole... incident. You
know t hat .
SANDRA
But that’s the whole point. You re doing so much better
now... Wen they see your transcripts they ' re sure to see
t he sane things-
JENNI FER

What happened to how proud you were of ne about being able
to hold down the new job?
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SANDRA
| am But that’s just the first step. Now that you’ ve
shown you’re conpetent to-

JENNI FER
That’s not what | cane down here to talk about. W can talk
about that // later.

SANDRA
(overl appi ng)
/1l Every time | try to bring it up you only change the //
subj ect .

JENNI FER
/'l Yeah, doesn’t that tell you sonething?

SANDRA
Yeah, it tells me that you need to-

JENNI FER
(a mld outburst)
Where am | gonna live?

SANDRA
Li ve?

JENNI FER
Yes, ny living arrangenment. You know | can’t continue to
have this kind of nine to five job and still be a full tine

student. Who am | going to live- No, sorry, what was
it? Who am| gonna "nooch off of" for the next four years?

SANDRA
" m sure Mom woul d be happy to-

JENNI FER
|'d rather live on the street.

SANDRA
| told you you could stay with ne as |ong as you-

JENNI FER
["1l live with Momfirst.

SANDRA
Thanks.

JENNI FER
You' re wel cone.
(sees she’s hurt her)
|’msorry, | didn't nean that. You know there’s no pl ace
el se | woul d have rather been during those nonths when | was
sick. Mmwould have done her best to keep ne that way.
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SANDRA
That is her specialty.

(They both chuckle.)

JENNI FER

But | still need to know about those three nonths when-
SANDRA

|"ve told you, it’s not-
JENNI FER

| know what you’' ve told ne, but nowl mtelling you-
SANDRA

It’s the future you need to be thinking about... Look,

know you don’t want to burn your bridges to sonething that's
clearly been so helpful in getting your Iife back on track
agai n, but you have potential to go so nuch farther than
that, and sooner or |ater you re gonna regret not being able
to do sonething nore than just-

JENNI FER
Please!! WIIl you just listen to me without trying to give
me a diagnosis for a change?

SANDRA
(after a | ong pause)
I”m i stening.

JENNI FER
God. . .
SANDRA
What is it, Jennifer?
JENNI FER
| ve been seeing another therapist.
SANDRA
You what ?
JENNI FER
Seei ng anot her therapist. |’ m nmaking ny own noney now, |
didn’t think I needed your pernission.
SANDRA
But |1’'ve told you-
JENNI FER
Yes, | know... Mom You nade the decision about what was
best for ne... need to have a |look at the promdress |’ve

pi cked out?
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SANDRA
That’'s not funny.

JENNI FER
No, it’s not.

SANDRA
What’' s his nane?

JENNI FER
|’ d rather not say.

SANDRA

(i ncredul ous, al nost nocki ng)
You' d rather not say?

JENNI FER
Yes, he’s been very helpful, with or w thout your
intervention, and | respect his judgnent. So | don’t think
it would be fair to subject himto the background check from
t he Departnent of Honel and Security you re sure to order.

SANDRA
What has he been telling you that’s so hel pful ?

JENNI FER
Pretty nmuch the opposite of everything you and Bradford had
been telling ne. Says that | need to "confront ny denons”
fromthe past so | can deal with them

SANDRA
Yes, that is true for a lot of things. But there are others
that aren’t healthy to dwell on

JENNI FER
Nobody is "dwelling" on anything. But to not even know. ..
to have no recollection..

SANDRA
Honey, you had a nervous breakdown, for those three nonths
we could barely get a word out of you. You barely
recogni zed anybody. Not nme, not Mom.. not anybody. It’s
perfectly normal for sonebody in that situation to
experience nenory | oss.

JENNI FER
But it’s not just afterwords. |It’s the days |leading up to
it... sonething happened.

SANDRA

| told you what happened
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JENNI FER
No, you didn't.

SANDRA
| f there were anything to remenber, then it’s probably for a
good reason that you ve bl ocked it out.

JENNI FER
(after a | ong pause)
Yesterday... it was Dr. Bradford that | sawthen. 1| told
him!| knew ny rights, and demanded to see his files on ne
fromthe time of ny.... "nmenory |loss", as Doctor... as ny

new therapist told ne | should. You know, the ones that
"aren’t healthy" for ne to | ook at.

SANDRA
Jennifer, you don't want to do this.

JENNI FER
He tells nme you have them

SANDRA
That’ s why you cane here instead of neeting ne at the
restaurant |like we’d planned?

JENNI FER
Yes.

SANDRA
(thinking, trying to buy tine)
They’ re not here.

JENNI FER
At the house?

SANDRA
No.

JENNI FER
VWher e?

SANDRA

"1l tell you about it at |unch.
(checks the clock, and sighs)
| don’t know how we’re gonna have tinme now.

JENNI FER
What’s the matter, we’ ve got plenty of tine. | thought
doctors took a two hour |unch.

SANDRA
VWell not this one. And at |unch hour we won't be seated for
at |least half an hour.
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JENNI FER
We don’t have to go there. There's the steakhouse only a
couple mles down the road, and you never have to wait
t here.
(She starts for the door.)

SANDRA
The st eakhouse?

JENNI FER
You know, the-

SANDRA

Are you insane? Are we tal king about the place where you
got us banned for |ife?

JENNI FER
Well, given the fact that | ate there |ast week, that m ght
just be putting it alittle strongly.
(starting to go)
Are you com ng?

SANDRA
(rolling her eyes)
Yeah... can hardly wait.

(Jennifer exits and Sandra goes to the
wal | and picks up the phone on the
i ntercom

SANDRA

Hey, Marcia? Listen, | think I'’mgoing to have to be gone a
whil e | onger than | expected for lunch. Can you talk to Dr.
Mtchell about taking my- GCh, | don’t know. You know, why
don’t you just cancel all ny appointnments for the rest of
the day. |I'mnot feeling well.... Yes, I"'msorry.... No,
Il be fine. 1’Il be in in the norning, just cover for ne
for the rest of the day, okay....? Thanks.

Scene 4

Li ghts crossfade back to the
restaurant. About 15 m nutes
later. Jennifer is sitting at the
tabl e tal king to Dave.

DAVE
Well, you see, here’s the thing. The way | always seen it,
i s when sonebody don’t want you to know sonething, it
usually is for your own good. See, life is |ike one big...

Hot Dog Eating Contest.
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JENNI FER
Hot dog eating contest...?

DAVE
Yeah. You see, kinda un-Anerican not to |ike hot dogs. n,
sorry. You ain’t one of themvegetarian gals, no?

JENNI FER
No... and because | love ny Uncle Sam |’ve eaten ny share
of hot dogs in ny day...
DAVE
Ch boy, thanks be to God there’s still sone... You know, |
once went out with one of themvegan chicks that used to-
JENNI FER
Uh, Dave?
DAVE

Ch yeah, sorry. So anyways, the rules of that contest. Eat
as many of them hot dogs and buns as you can in ten mnutes,
and i medi ate disqualification for any, uh, "reversal of

fortune”. You know what that neans, don’'t you?
JENNI FER
Yes, | think so.
DAVE
Yeah... you hurl! ©Ch, sorry I know you and your sister is

about to eat. But anyways, you know what they say about hot
dogs, the all Anmerican food. Food of the gods! But if you
ever saw themthings getting made, you knew what really went
into "em.. you wouldn’t never eat em not ever again... O
at the very least you d have a reversal of fortune before
that first one ever touched your lips. So anyways, what |’'m
tryin to say is that- Oh wait a mnute hold on...

(He stops a nmonent, to | ook up- above
the audience- at the television in the
bar. W hear rowdy noise of the drunks
wat chi ng a sporting event, as Dave joins
themin rooting on one of the players,
and then it culmnates in a huge raucus
cheer, of which Dave’s is the |oudest.)

DAVE
Oh, man. That was a work of art. A freakin’ work of art.
(pause)
So, anyways, you see what I'msayin’? |'msure the fol ks at
the wei ner conpanies... they gots sone files that | ain’t

never been invited to | ook into, you know? And you know
somet hi ng? |gnorance is bliss!
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(During the last part of this, Sandra
has returned fromthe bathroom and she
sits back down as Dave finishes.)

SANDRA
Hel | o.

DAVE
Heeeeyyyy... how s it goin’, Doc?

SANDRA

Fine. So, did | mss anything?

JENNI FER
Yes, you could say that. A rather interesting take on the
nmeani ng of life.

DAVE
Hey, that’s what they pay nme the big bucks for!
SANDRA
Did you order for both of us?
JENNI FER
Yes.
DAVE
Yep.
(checki ng what he wote)
Cobb Sal ad, dressing on the side... |Iced tea, no | enon?
SANDRA
Yes, thank you.
DAVE
"1l get right toit... and you |adies just |emme know if

either of youis in...

(He goes off.)

SANDRA
|f either one of us is in?

JENNI FER
He’'s got a spare ticket to the conmedy club for this Friday
ni ght .

SANDRA
Conmedy C ub?
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JENNI FER
Yeah, that one down on 1st and Main downtown. Weekly
open-m c night.

SANDRA
(sarcastic)
Yeah, sounds |ike a bl ast.

JENNI FER

| told himI| would probably be busy...
SANDRA

| would certainly hope so, for your sake.
JENNI FER

but | gave hi myour nunber

SANDRA

Oh, well thanks a |ot.
JENNI FER

You' re very wel cone.
SANDRA

You know, even if everything you ve been doing for the past
coupl e nonths were asked for, you m ght just want to

consider that | do at |east have... sone standards.

JENNI FER
| think you'll find you have a |lot nore in conmmon than you’'d
t hi nk.

SANDRA
What ?

JENNI FER
The files...

SANDRA
Jennifer, | told you in the car. 1'Il talk to Dr. Bradford
about what he's done with the old files. | don’t know why
he woul d have told you that | had them

JENNI FER
kay, fine.

SANDRA

(after a pause)
| can only inmagine what passes for entertainment in those
pl aces. Punch lines that find sonething inherently funny
about body parts, or guys burping the al phabet... but 1’1
bet the real highlight of the evening is when they-
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JENNI FER
Did you used to tell Danny not to tal k about anything that
went on at work when he got hone?

SANDRA
What ??

JENNI FER
When Danny used to cone hone after a bad day at work. Wen
he want ed t o-

SANDRA
Ckay!! 1" m caught up now.

JENNI FER
vell...?

SANDRA
Wl l, what?

JENNI FER
| s that what you used to tell hinf

SANDRA
When did you talk to hin

JENNI FER

He stopped by nmy work | ast week to drop off sone of your old
stuff...

SANDRA
.... SO he could do it without having to | ook at ne. Sane
child he’ s al ways been.

JENNI FER
We had lunch afterwords. Had a |long talk.

SANDRA
| didn’t |eave any of my things with him

JENNI FER
Vell, he says they’'re yours..

SANDRA
s that why you wanted to neet for |lunch today? To relay
everything he poured his heart out about regardi ng what your
evil bitch of a sister did to hinf

JENNI FER
No, | told you the main thing | wanted to talk to you about.
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SANDRA
And 1've told you... 1'Il talk to Dr. Bradford.
JENNI FER
Fine, | believe you. But | thought as long as we’'re here we
could at | east-
SANDRA
It’s not the 50s for Christ’s sake! Maybe it’s not still our

"j ob" anynore to make sure that everything is about them
24/ 7, to listen to them bitch about their problens every
second of our spare tine!

JENNI FER
How about any second?
SANDRA
What the hell’s that supposed to nean?
JENNI FER
You never talked to hi mabout your problens...
SANDRA
VWhat’'s ny crine, Jennifer? Wat am| being accused of here?
JENNI FER
Not hing, I'"msorry | nentioned it. | just thought now woul d

al so be a good tinme to give you sone of the stuff he brought
back.

SANDRA
What ever he gave you is not m ne.
JENNI FER
kay, but he insisted they’'re not his either. [If you don’t
want them you can set themon fire, I"msure he won’'t care.
SANDRA

No, |'"m sure he won't.

(Jennifer pulls a brown paper bag out of
her purse. Sandra reacts strangely to
this sight.)

JENNI FER
Just a few of the things that were in that box you had ne
run over to his place during the two weeks | was living over
at your place. Looks like just sone old knick knacks and
such. They were probably G andma and Grandpa’s or
sonething. Like this... some kind of paper weight or
sonet hi ng. .
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(She pulls it out of the bag and pl aces
it on the table. The "paper weight" has
been made out of a crushed | eaf that has
been preserved in a clear resin. Sandra
reacts in shock.)

SANDRA
Ch ny god. . ..

JENNI FER
What, "oh ny god"?

SANDRA
Not hi ng.

JENNI FER

No, why did you say that?
(no answer)
This.... "leaf"... what-

SANDRA
Jennifer...

JENNI FER
What does it nmean to you that it doesn't to ne?

SANDRA
What el se did he give you?

(She tries to take the bag, but Jennifer
pulls it away.)

JENNI FER
Wat el se are you afraid mght be in here that you don’t
want nme to see...?
(pulling out a letter)
Who's this fronf

SANDRA
(desperate)
G ve ne that!

JENNI FER
Uh, no I'"'msorry. |It’s addressed to ne. W is...
(reading the nane on the return address)
Debor ah Hodgki ns?

SANDRA
How woul d I know, if it’s addressed to you?
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JENNI FER
And | think we both know why | don’t know.
(pause)

But 1’ m obviously not the only one here that should know, am
| ?

SANDRA
(slowy and gravely)
Don't open this file, Jennifer. For nmy sake... and
especially for your own. Don’t.
JENNI FER
Well, that's fine. 1’Il just have to go over to-

(readi ng the envel ope)
316 Cakwood nyself to find out.
(She gets up to | eave.)

SANDRA
Jenni fer you can’t-

JENNI FER
Way don’t you try and stop nme?

SANDRA
We cane in ny car, Jennifer. Yours is back at the office.

JENNI FER
"1l take the bus.

(She goes off. As soon as she’s gone
Sandra frantically pulls out her cell
phone and dial s.)

SANDRA

Yes, Janine...? | need to speak with Dr. Bradford.... this
is Dr. Hanson, | need to speak with himright away.... no, |
don’t care if he’s in a session, this is an energency, |
need you to page him or... thanks Jani ne.

(she waits for the call to transfer)
Vincent? It's Sandra... Yes, I'mfine- no, no l’'mnot...
it’s Jennifer.... yes, she’s not gonna let up on this and
she may be com ng over there right now. ... well, no there's

somewhere else that | think she’s nore determned to go
first, but I don’t know what she’s going to do when she’s
like this. Either way, at best there’s no way it’s going to
be very long before she shows up there demandi ng you show

themto her.... No, that’s not going to work anynore, she’s
asked nme, 1’'ve tried to stall her, and she knows | don’t
have them ... Look, you renmenber what we tal ked

about...? Yes, we are at that point now It's tine....
Yes, Vincent, | know what |’ masking you to do... do it!
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Scene 5

Li ghts crossfade to the hone of
DEBORAH, Johnny’s nother. It is

| ater that evening. Johnny stands
upstage, in his Arny uniform

wat ching fromthe kitchen as she
sets the table, downstage, with an
antique tea set.

J OHNNY
Can | help you with those, Mnf?

(She doesn’t acknow edge but j ust
continues setting the table.)

JOHNNY
You know | hate to see you continuing to do that every
night. | nmean, | always have. | didn’'t have the heart to

tell you that, because | always knew just how inportant it
was to you. But it’s always bothered ne. And now nore than
ever.

(She has finished setting the table, and
pouring tea for three people.)

DEBORAH
Johnny, your tea’s on the tabl e!

JOHNNY
Mom do we have to do this?

DEBORAH
The sane as always... "Mom do we have to do this?"

JOHNNY
Yes, nom That’s what |1'd always say. | always felt you'd
be nore at peace with yourself... and with Dad, if you
finally put a stop to all this. But now !l think I can
understand. | know you think it helps, the extra pl ace
you' d always set for him It may help you... But for ne,
it’s just plain torture. And now | see that it nust be for
Dad as well. Mist have al ways been.

DEBORAH

(staring out the wi ndow at the sky)
It was on a night just like this, that your father invited
me to that mdnight picnic in the park. Mon was a tiny
crescent, just like tonight. Part of me has al ways

regretted that it wasn't full, wasn't exactly ideal for a
moonlit picnic. Wuld have been if he’'d set the date for
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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DEBORAH (cont’ d)
just a couple weeks later. He told ne afterwords that i
was better if nature’ s light was poor.... too nmuch of it
woul d kill the candlelight. But |I prefer to think that he
just couldn’t wait those few weeks to ask ne what he’'d
brought me there to ask ne. And in the end, | didn't
care... because | couldn’t wait to say yes.

t

(She finishes her tea, gets up, wal ks
over to the recliner.)

J OHNNY
Mom pl ease. ..
(She sits, and takes a book off of the
end table next to the recliner.)
DEBORAH
In the years since he's passed, |’ve always taken solace in
the words of Alfred, Lord Tennyson.
J OHNNY
Ch, Mom please not this..
DEBORAH
| don’t think | ever nmentioned this to you before..
JOHNNY
You have.
DEBORAH
but at |east once a week, in the years since then, |’'ve

al ways taken the time, right after our tea, after |1'd sent
you to bed, to read this. Just as Queen Victoria used to
al wvays say, about what best hel ped her to cope, for the
nearly 50 years she reigned a widow after the death of her
bel oved Prince Al bert. What she always used to say about
t hat poem. ..

(they both say this together)
"Next to the Bible, In Menoriamis ny confort”

(pause)
| know how you al ways hated this, Johnny. | knew that if
|’d forced you to sit through all that afterwords.... but

now | wsh that at | east once, no matter how nuch you hated
me for it, that I had sat you down, and read you those
wor ds. . .

J OHNNY
You didn’t have to, Mm

( CONTI NUED)
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DEBORAH
(readi ng)
| envy not in any noods
The Captive void of Noble Rage,
The linnet born within the cage,
That never knew the sunmer woods:
JOHNNY
(taki ng over, as Deborah just reads
silently)
| envy not the beast that takes
Hs license in the field of tine,
Unfettered by the sense of crine,
To whom a consci ence never wakes;
Nor, what nmay count itself as blest,
The heart that never plighted troth
But stagnates in the weeds of sloth;
Nor any want - begotten rest.
DEBORAH
(resum ng speaking the words as Johnny
st ops)
| hold it true, whate’'er befall
| feel it when | sorrow nost
"Tis better to have-
(She is just about to finish the fanous,
final lines of Canto 27 when she is
interrupted by the doorbell ringing.)
DEBORAH
Onh dear... rather late for conpany.
(She gets up and starts to wal k upstage,
past Johnny, to the door. )

J OHNNY
Mom don’t!

( CONTI NUED)
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DEBORAH
Com ng!

(She opens the door, and Jennifer is
standi ng there.)

DEBORAH
(shocked)
Jennifer! You-

(She realizes she’d better shut up, and
there is a long silence.)

JENNI FER
You know ne.

DEBORAH
... you... | don’t know what you coul d possibly nean by
that. ..

JENNI FER
You don’t know? |'mas nmuch a stranger to you as you are to
nme?

DEBORAH

JENNI FER
And ny name was just... a lucky guess?

(Lights fade, and romantic nusic is
pl ayed in the darkness while the next
scene i s being set)

Scene 6

A park, at mdnight... about a year
earlier. The lights (dim
nmoonl i ght) conmes up on Johnny and
Jennifer, sitting on a bl anket

ki ssing. A picnic basket is at
their side, and sone unlit candl es
and matches lie in front of them

When the kiss finally ends, the
nmusi ¢ starts to fade and she hol ds
out her hand to stare excitedly at
t he engagenent ring.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
|’msorry | couldn’t do better.
JENNI FER
Johnny, its fine. |It’'s everything |I could have ever dreaned

of . You're everything | could have ever dreanmed of. You're
maki ng all mny dreanms cone true.

JOHNNY
| just wwsh | hadn’'t let the matches get wet.
JENNI FER
Baby, we don’t need the candlelight. The nmoon is full, it’s
beautiful, its ... it's perfect. |It’s very romantic.
JOHNNY
| know but. ..
JENNI FER
But you wanted to do this right, same as your dad..
JOHNNY
| told you about that?
JENNI FER
(1 aughs)
No, your not her.
JOHNNY
| can’t believe she told you that story... How nuch tine
have you two spent together already?
JENNI FER
Just that one evening... just after dinner, when you were

getting the car. Talked to ne about the way they needed the
candl el ight, the noon was a tiny crescent, and how it didn't
mat t er because-

JOHNNY

(imtating his nmother with the story

he’s heard a mllion tines)
-"it was better if nature’ s light was poor.... too nuch of
it would kill the candlelight. But |I prefer to think that
he just couldn’'t wait those few weeks to ask nme what he’d
brought me there to ask ne. And in the end, | didn't
care... because | couldn’t wait to say yes."

(They both | augh.)

JENNI FER
But tonight the nmoon is full.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
Yes... and we’ve got our own reasons for why we coul dn’t
wait a few weeks for it to be perfect.

JENNI FER
Baby, it is perfect. It’'s |like you said... we don’t need to
followin the footsteps of their nenories. W agreed we
were going to create our own.

JOHNNY
More and nore every day.

(They ki ss.)

JOHNNY
| can’t believe nomwould have told you all that.

JENNI FER
Hey, you took forever getting back with the car.

JOHNNY
No, not that. | nean, she’d just nmet you about an hour
earlier.

JENNI FER
Yes, that’s what | told her. She said it didn’'t matter what
she did or did not know about ne. It was all about you.

J OHNNY
Wth Momit always was.

JENNI FER

And she knew what made you happy, and that if you wanted to
marry this girl you d known for only a week then God forbid
she do anything to stand in the way. Besides, nothing she
could think to try-

JOHNNY
(i nmpersonating his nother again)
... "ever would, because when ny Johnny makes up his mnd to
do sonething, then by God, he’'s going to do it!"

(They | augh)

JOHNNY
But, the thing is... and nmaybe I shouldn’t be telling you
this... | hadn’t made up ny mnd. About that or about a | ot
of other things. | had never nentioned anythi ng about
marriage to her at the time. | still haven't.

( CONTI NUED)
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JENNI FER
| know. You didn’t have to. | think she knew what you were
going to do tonight before you did.

J OHNNY
| " m sure she did.

JENNI FER
Said the nonent we sat down she knew it. That this girl is
"t he one".

JOHNNY
She obviously saw the sane thing in you that | did.
JENNI FER
No, she didn’t.
JOHNNY
Oh, conme on. O course she sawit.
JENNI FER
No. It wasn’t anything she sawin nme. She couldn’t. It

was in you, always in you. That |ook, that thing she said
she coul d always see in your eyes. Said it was just |ike
that Little League chanpionship game, the | ook she saw in
your eyes when you stepped into-

JOHNNY
"“... into that batter’s box. Honey, you m ght not have known
it yourself, but the nonent | |ooked into those eyes | just
knew you were gonna get that hit to win the gane... and you
did"

JENNI FER

(1 aughi ng)

You do that again, |I’mgonna hurt you!

JOHNNY
Just don’t say no. That’'s the only way you can.

JENNI FER
What ?

JOHNNY
That’ s the only way-

JENNI FER
Yeah, | got that. But when did | say no?

JOHNNY
Well... you never explicitly said yes, now did you?

( CONTI NUED)
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JENNI FER
What do you nean, |- Ch, cone here, youl
(forcefully kisses him
There, | just said it again! Happy now?

J OHNNY
Quite. So, what is your famly gonna think about it...
about us rushing into it like this?

JENNI FER
Vell, they’'re just going to have to deal with it, now aren’t
they? Believe nme, if |I concerned nyself with making sure |
didn’t do anything that would di splease themI|’d keep nyself
| ocked in the closet all day.

JOHNNY
No, not your nother, | knew that. But what about that
sister of yours?
JENNI FER
What about her? She’s gonna have to deal with it as well.
JOHNNY
Well, I knew you woul dn’t care what your nother had to say
about sonething like this, but your sister... just the
i npression | got about you and her... that it was different
t here.
JENNI FER
Oh, it is, believe me. There's nothing we wouldn’t tel
each other. [It’s just that there are sone things... just

sone things that even she’'s going to need tinme to get used
to...

JOHNNY
Wiy don’t you give her a call, tell her the news? M ght be
a good idea for us all to have lunch together tonorrow and
talk it over, before | have to go. G ve her sone tine to
ease into the idea while I’ m away.

JENNI FER
No, believe ne, now would not be a good tine to go over and
see her.

J OHNNY
Way not ?
JENNI FER
You know. . .
J OHNNY
Onh, yeah... she and what’s his nanme having another fight?

( CONTI NUED)
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JENNI FER
Well... not exactly.

JOHNNY
Not exactly? That’'s sure how it sounded from your side of
t he phone conversati on!

JENNI FER
She just threw all of his clothes out onto the porch..
JOHNNY
That sure sounds |ike-
JENNI FER
Yeah, | know. But you asked if they were having anot her
fight...
JOHNNY
Yeah. ..
JENNI FER

See, "another" tends to inply that the one we were treated
to a week ago ever cane to an end.

JOHNNY
You' re not gonna |l et what you’ ve wi tnessed between them
i nfluence...?

JENNI FER
Baby, she’s the last person I'd let influence me on a thing
like this.

JOHNNY
But you two seem so..

JENNI FER
Ch, believe ne, we are. She’'s always been the only one |
could ever truly pour ny heart out to, and | |love her to

death. Probably because of how much Mom put her through

t hat she never minded that she was the one I’'d always cone
to wth everything... But there are sone things- and this
is one of them where she wouldn’t be any different... if
|’d run away fromhone to live with her, which I’'d
threatened to do so nany tinmes, |I'’msure ny new nom woul d
have tried to pick out ny promdress for ne, and not seen
the irony.

JOHNNY
Your prom dress?
JENNI FER
Yeah... |I've told you that story, haven't 17?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 52.

JOHNNY
No.

JENNI FER
Ch, don’t worry, you'll have plenty of tinme to hear it- and
then to interrupt to mimc her every tine she starts in.

(pause)

Every tinme she shows you the prom pictures in her
yearbook.... O |ooks at the ones in your yearbook, or
anyone else’s...

JOHNNY
| see..

JENNI FER

... Or gets into any conversation involving a dress for the
rest of her l|ife!

J OHNNY
Pretty bad, huh?

JENNI FER
Well, let’s just say that was the only time inny life |
ever heard Sandy call nmy noma bitch...

JOHNNY
kay, okay, | don’t wanna hear anynore... come on, that’s
t he worst thing you could have told nme about -

JENNI FER
Hey, for all the tinmes that | said it...

JOHNNY
| stand corrected.

JENNI FER

(1 aughs)

| think the fact that she usually didn't say it, that she
usually just... it’s why she carries so nuch of it around
with her still. | think it’s always bothered her that |

don’ t.

(1 ong pause)
She’s going to tell us that we should take it slow...
probably even suggest that we |live together for a while to
try it out, see if it works. Anything |ike what you and |

have she just... | don’t know.
JOHNNY
She doesn’t think it can devel op so quickly?
JENNI FER
No, it’s not that. It’s that... what we’ ve got, she just...

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
What ?
JENNI FER
I don’t think she believes it exists.
JOHNNY
What do you think?
JENNI FER
Just kiss ne, and prove it does...
(He does.)
| wish you didn’t have to go.
JOHNNY
| know, | know. But hey, that rem nds ne. |[|’ve got

somet hing el se for you

(goes toward the picnic basket)
Sonet hi ng that can hel p you renenber nme every day that I'm
awnay.

JENNI FER
Oh, Johnny!

JOHNNY
Ok now, close your eyes.
(pulling a gift out of the basket)
Now, don’t get too excited, its nothing big. Just a little
sonmething to help you renenber nme while I’ moverseas. And,
in the eventuality that sonething happens...

JENNI FER
Ch, baby, don’t say that!
J OHNNY
kay, |I'mjust saying... GCkay, open your eyes.
JENNI FER
What is it?
J OHNNY

(speaki ng while she unw aps)
Just alittle sonething | had nade for you.

(She finishes unwapping. It is the
preserved | eaf "paper weight".)

JENNI FER
Oh ny god! This is the leaf that...?

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
Yes.
JENNI FER
This is really the sane one?
JOHNNY
That’ s the one.
JENNI FER
And you. .
JOHNNY
: had it preserved in resin. Look, | knowit’'s
stupid. It’s just sonething |I thought woul d-

(She stops his nouth with a passionate
ki ss.)

JENNI FER
This is the sweetest thing anybody has ever given ne..
don’t you ever let me hear you say that it’s stupid. |
don’t want to forget this nonent, not ever. | don’'t want
this night to ever end.

(Lights slowy fade on themin their
enbr ace.)

CURTAI N
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ACT 11
Scene 1

Deborah’s house. Jennifer and
Deborah are standing at the

door. Continued fromwhere we |eft
off at the end of Act |, Scene 5,
but Johnny is gone...

DEBORAH
Jennifer, | don’t know what you coul d possi bly nean by that.
JENNI FER
well...? Do we know each other?
DEBORAH
Don't be silly. I... | just don't know what to say. |
certainly wasn’t expecting you. Not now, not ever again.
JENNI FER
That’s what | figured. May | come in?
DEBORAH
Look, | don’t think it would be a very good-

(sighs)
Oh, what am | saying? Please, conme in and have a
seat. Wuld you |like sone tea, dear?

JENNI FER
(seeing the table setting)
|’ msorry, were you expecting sonmeone?

DEBORAH
Oh, no. It’s just... | knowit’'s strange, but I'’msure he’'s
told you all about it.

JENNI FER

Who has told ne all about what?

DEBORAH
Jennifer, would you |like sone tea?

JENNI FER
No, thank you. How do we know each other, Ms. Hodgki ns?

DEBORAH
(correcting)
"Deborah", please...

JENNI FER
Deborah... | can see you and | were close.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEBORAH
Honey, don’t be silly, we are. Always will be. Wich is
why | just couldn’t understand why you would want this. |I'm
so gl ad you re-considered.
JENNI FER
Wiy | woul d want this?
DEBORAH
Vel l, vyes.
JENNI FER
want what ?
DEBORAH
To be... you know, |ike what you said a mnute ago. To be
strangers.
JENNI FER
Ma’ am we are strangers!
DEBORAH
Jennifer, please. | know sonetines it’'s hard to face the

past, but the thought of just letting it all go is sinply
terrifying.

(Jennifer finds a picture on the end
table, and stares in shock at the face
she’ s been seeing everywhere while
Deborah goes on)

DEBORAH
Oh, | can just see the look on his face if he could see this
right now That's really the only reason why |I... | really
didn't want to say no, | was so glad to see you. You're the

| ast person in the world I’d ever want to nmake fee

unwel cone, its just that | was hoping you wouldn’t have to
see this. Not that | don’t know ny own son, that | don’t
know that he’s obviously told you that about nme a thousand
times. But | had kind of hoped that, never having seen it,
you woul d always imagine it was just one of his silly old

stories... never see it yourself...

JENNI FER
See what nysel f?

DEBORAH
Thi s!

JENNI FER
What ?

( CONTI NUED)
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DEBORAH
Oh, just the whol e business with ny husband’ s tea set.
JENNI FER
Your husband’s...? Ms. Hodgkins, | don't-
DEBORAH
Debor ah!
JENNI FER
Deborah, look. | really can’t understand..
DEBORAH
Ch ny. | guess he never did tell you that story. | just

can’t believe Johnny woul dn’t have..

JENNI FER
(hol ding the picture out)
Johnny.

DEBORAH
He | ooks so handsone in that picture, doesn’'t he? Just I|ike
his father. Everybody always used to tell ne, but | never
really did see the resenblance truly until he put on that
uniformfor the first tinme. Just |ike what you told ne
about it when you first showed ne that. Johnny was al ready
over seas-

JENNI FER
What did | tell you, Deborah? Wen and where was this
pi cture taken?

DEBORAH
Oh ny god, it's true.... you really don't renenber.
JENNI FER
No.
DEBORAH
Tell me, dear... just how nuch of it have you lost? How
much can you still renenber?
JENNI FER
Ms. Hodgkins, - Deborah, that’s what |’ve been trying to tel
you. | don’t renenber anything!
DEBORAH
Not hing at all?
JENNI FER

No, not hi ng.
(pause)
Vel |, nothing except for maybe..
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DEBORAH
What, dear?
JENNI FER
Except for this.
DEBORAH
For what ?
JENNI FER
(indicating the picture)
This. | don’t know what it is, but |I just can’t... This
image, | just can’t get it out of ny head. But | have no
i dea what it neans.
DEBORAH
That’s the two of you the day before he was depl oyed.
JENNI FER
Your son... he was ny.....
DEBORAH

No. But soon. Your sister and | were in charge of the
arrangenents. Had the church reserved for the 16th. Two
weeks after he was set to return.

JENNI FER
(begi nni ng to under st and)
But he didn't...

DEBORAH
(after a | ong pause)
No.
(pause)
Are you sure you wouldn’t like to talk about it over sone
tea?

JENNI FER
|’d | ove to.

Scene 2

Li ghts crossfade to the park from
Act |, Scene 6. It is another dark
night, a few weeks earlier than
that. Another di mspotlight of
"moonlight"” illum nates Johnny,

hol ding a giant teddy bear. Sounds
of a carnival are heard in the

di st ance.
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JOHNNY
(1 ooki ng around)
Hel 1 0? Hello? Jennifer....? \Were are you?
(si ghs)
Damm. . ..
Scene 3
Li ght’ s crossfade back to Deborah’s
house. She and Jennifer are at the
table, finishing their tea. About
15 m nutes have passed. Jennifer
is show ng her the preserved | eaf.
DEBORAH
No, I"'mafraid | wouldn’t be able to help you there, honey.
JENNI FER

You really don’t have any idea?

DEBORAH
No, but I'’msure it nmust have nmeant sonething to my son..
and to you too, or else you wouldn’t have been keeping it
with my letters.

JENNI FER
Sonething to do with him.. and ne?
DEBORAH
Most |ikely.
JENNI FER
So then it’s probably for the best that | just forget about
t he whol e thing... because renmenbering would only...?
DEBORAH
Vell, I’msure that nust have been what you were feeling
when you decided that... But, // you know. ..
JENNI FER

[/ When | decided what? //

DEBORAH
(continuous, overl appi ng)
... that’s certainly not the way I woul d have want ed
it. Everybody thought I was always crazy about this,
especially ny son. Oh, he never said so, would never dare,
but | knew. A nother knows...

JENNI FER
You knew what ?
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DEBORAH

Oh, about how he really felt about all this..
JENNI FER

Al of what?
DEBORAH

(indicating the tea set)
This. M holding on to it all these years. Getting it out

all the tinme. | guess | was wong, he didn’t tell you
about- Ch, what am| saying? |’msure he nust have, but
you woul dn’t renmenber. Oh well, | can just hear ny son,
commenting on how |l ucky you are not to have been bored to
tears by ny story about the tea set... so | suppose | can
just spare you for all tine.

JENNI FER
No. | don’'t want to be spared. Tell ne. Bore ne.

DEBORAH

(1 aughs)

Oh well. This was a gift fromnmy husband. Qur first

anni versary. What always nade it so special to nme was not
how close it was to ny grandnother’s, not even the know edge
of how nuch effort he went to to find out, fromny nother
just what that one was |like, and all the effort a man who

hates to shop- don't they all- all the effort he went to to
find the closest possible thing. It was, nore than anything
el se, just the fact that he renenbered.

JENNI FER
Renmenber ed?

DEBORAH
Oh, | nust have nentioned it once in passing. He said it

was during our first date. Sonme nonent that apparently even
| couldn’t renenber

JENNI FER
So what happened?
DEBORAH
Wll, like | said, as far as that particul ar nonent goes,

even | didn't renmenber when | mght have told himthat story
about ny sister, so |l wouldn’t really be able to tell you.

JENNI FER
Sonet hi ng about your sister... and your grandnother’s tea
set?
DEBORAH
| suppose you could say that. ©Ch well, a story like that...
(chuckl es)
( MORE)
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DEBORAH (cont’ d)
: even if he’d chosen to just tune nme out, hit the nmute
button the nonment the conversation wasn't about hinself, |
woul dn’t have mnded. |’msure nost anybody in his position
woul d prefer not to listen to all the drama involving their
date’ s nmani pul ati ve ol der sister

JENNI FER
| don’t know. | think you m ght be surprised.

DEBORAH
Long story short- big fight over that when grandma
died. "An antique, not sonething the children could be
trusted to take proper care of". So then to keep your

sister’s hands off it, you leave it to gather dust up in
your attic until the day your kid cones up on that |adder to
spy on his Christmas presents... knocks it down fromthe
rafters and shatters it into a mllion pieces.

JENNI FER
You’ re ki ddi ng.

DEBORAH
Oh, | wish I was.

JENNI FER

So this was the closest M. Hodgkins could conme to repl acing
it for you.

DEBORAH
And it’s amazing how cl ose he actually cane. But, like I
said, that didn't matter. It could have been the cheapest

imtation imginable, it wouldn’t have mattered. The fact
that he was listening, really paying attention to sonething

so silly, so petty fromny past... conscious of ny feelings,
even when those feelings could be just so dam patheti c.
(pause)
When | unw apped this and saw what it was, | just fell so in
| ove with ny husband- Ch, what am | saying? It’s just...
it’s like |l fell in love with himall over again.
(pause)
" msure you don’t have any idea what the hell I’ mtalking

about, do you honey?

JENNI FER
No. But I’msure | would have figured it out rather quickly
if things had been different.

DEBORAH
Yes, | understand. |I'msorry, | didn't nean to..
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JENNI FER
It’s alright, Deborah.

DEBORAH
It’s not just the passage of tine, but what | just told you
that nmakes it all the nore funny... the way ny nephew still

feels the need to apol ogi ze about that old tea set every
time he sees nme, in light of how nuch nore this one has cone
to mean to nme. | knowit’'s silly, but every tinme | hold one
of these cups in nmy hands, | can see ny husband s face
staring at ne fromthe other side of the table.

JENNI FER
It’s not silly at all, Deborah. Everybody with a story |ike
that woul d feel that way.

DEBORAH
No, no. It’s not that at all. Mst people would have those
feelings, | know. But not everybody would go to such
lengths to... Mst people would consider it very unhealthy,
psychol ogically, for ne to work so hard at it, you know?
JENNI FER
| don’t see what’'s so unhealthy about it.
DEBORAH
Vel l, Johnny did. Like I was telling you, he never dared to

say so all the times |1’'d get these out, and ask himto sit
dowmn with nme to tea. He always tried to act |ike he enjoyed
the experience. And | played along too, because even though
| hated torturing himwith it it was just such a fine
opportunity to get sone quality time with nmy son. But |
could tell how he really felt about it. A nother knows.

JENNI FER
| really am surprised that he woul d have di scouraged you
fromtrying to hold on to a piece of his father that way. |
don’t know, maybe its just because | can now understand this
better than just about anybody else... just how inportant it
is to hold on, no matter how painful it may be.
(indicating the |eaf)
| only wwsh | could feel the sane way about...

DEBORAH
Yes, dear. | knew you would feel that way. That’s how you
al ways were... and that’s why it was just so hard for ne to

under stand why you, of all people, would want this...
JENNI FER

Way | woul d want what? Deborah, what is it you keep
referring to that 1...7?
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DEBORAH
Ch, yes of course... if you can’t renmenber anything, | guess
it makes sense that you also wouldn’t renenber the reasons
you didn’t want to...

JENNI FER
That | didn't want to remenber?

DEBORAH
Believe ne, | really didn’t think it was possi ble when you
and your sister told ne about what you were planning on
doing, that that could really work... that’'s why I was so

surprised at first. Couldn’'t believe you really didn’t
remenber ne or anything else. These past few nonths |1’'d
been thinking that was just sonething you were saying..

that you wanted to pretend | was a stranger, pretend there's
not hi ng painful in the past to be renenbered, and that
that’s why you were avoiding ne. Then all of a sudden, you
show up here, and you really don’t renenber.

JENNI FER
| wanted to not renenber?

DEBORAH
Vll, you were in such bad shape those first couple of
weeks, that m ght have had sonething to do with it. | knew
you weren't yourself. But still, considering the fact that
you’' ve al ways been the only one that’'s seened to understand
my... you know, ny clinging to the past... that’s why it was
such a shock when you told ne and your sister...

JENNI FER
Told you...?

DEBORAH

About how it was just too painful to be around anything that
rem nded you of mny son...

JENNI FER
| told you that?
DEBORAH
Well yes, | nean..
JENNI FER
You nean what? Did | tell you that or not? Yes or no?
DEBORAH
That is what you said.
JENNI FER

But not to you, directly, did I? Wo told you that | said
t hat ?
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(Along silence. Wth her silence,
Deborah has answered the question.)

JENNI FER
(st andi ng)
| need to go. Thank you so nuch for everything. Can we do
this again sonetinme?

DEBORAH
Yes, please anytinme. | think we both need to..
JENNI FER
Yes, | know. [|’'Ill see you soon.
DEBORAH
Cal | ne.
JENNI FER
I will.

(She heads to the door while Deborah
wal ks away fromthe table over to the
recliner and sees a flashing Iight on
her answering machine.)

DEBORAH
Onh dear, never seemto renmenber to check ny nessages here
anynor e.

(She hits the button and listens to the
nessage while Jennifer is still standing
at the door, listening....)

SANDRA' S VA CE
Deborah, it’s nme Sandra. Look, Jennifer may be on her way
over there right now \Wll, she says she’s headi ng over
there, but I don’t know what to think about her
anynore. She’s very confused right now, wants to start

meki ng a big fuss about.... Look, if she does show up,
don't let her in. Actually, |I don’t know what she’s liable
to do right now when she’s like this. If you see her, cal

t he poli ce.

(Lights fade, and knocking is heard in
t he darkness.)
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Scene 4

Sandra’s living room Later that

ni ght. The knocki ng conti nues as
the Iights cone up on the

scene. After a few seconds, Sandra
energes fromthe bedroomin

paj anes.
SANDRA
Alright, alright!!! |I’mconi ng..
(arriving at the front door)
Wo is it?
JENNI FER
(of f st age)
Who do you think?
SANDRA

Do you have any idea what tine it is?

JENNI FER
About twelve hours since your last |ie about Bradford s
files. Let ne in.

SANDRA
This is not a good tine.

JENNI FER
Wiy not? In twenty years have you ever been known to go to
bed bef ore-

SANDRA
No, but -
JENNI FER
O course, | couldn’t vouch for your nighttinme habits during

the years you were away at college, but if everything Bonnie
tells me is true, this is right about the hour when all the
fun was just just starting.

SANDRA
Jenni fer, the neighbors-
JENNI FER
Vell, let me in and we won’'t have to shout so they can hear
us.
SANDRA
Jennifer, you're not well. Have you been drinking again?
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JENNI FER
Are those really your tits on the right?

SANDRA
VWhat ??

JENNI FER
You know, |’ve really always neant to ask you about that
picture online. It really would be a shane if we had to
drag the nei ghbors into that conversation.

SANDRA
Stop it!

JENNI FER

| mean it’s pretty easy to identify Bonnie on the left, as
she apparently didn't feel the need to pull her shirt al
the way up over her face in order to flash the guys at the-

SANDRA
(openi ng the door quickly and draggi ng
Jenni fer in)
CGET in here!!

JENNI FER
(crossing to the sofa)
Oh good, that was easier than | thought it was going to have

to be. If need be, | was prepared for a nuch | onger-
SANDRA
How far are we going to go, Jennifer?
JENNI FER
What ?
SANDRA
How far are you willing to take this?
JENNI FER

(sitting)
As far as it requires. M nother in law already told ne
ever yt hi ng.

SANDRA
Deborah | et you in?

JENNI FER
Yes. Now all | need is-

SANDRA

And this couldn’t wait "til norning?
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JENNI FER
Well, given the fact that I'’ma fugitive on the run fromthe
law, no. | thought it was inportant that we had this talk

before your friends in the police departnent caught up to
ne.

SANDRA
Jenn, | didn't mean...

JENNI FER
They nmust be hot on ny trail by now, so we’ve probably only
got a few mnutes before they burst in the door and slap the
cuffs on ne.

SANDRA
You know that was not ny intention.

JENNI FER
What difference does it make, Sandra? Wat do you think it
says that you would call nmy nother in law and tell her-

SANDRA
" msorry!
(pauses, then sits next to her)
|’msorry. | really don’'t know what | was thinking. | was
just trying to protect you.

JENNI FER
You al ways are.

SANDRA
And | knew it wasn't in your interest to find out whatever
it is that she told you, and I was trying to stop it. |
obviously didn’t choose ny words very well.

JENNI FER
But you still knew exactly what was and was not in ny best
interest...

SANDRA
Jennifer...

JENNI FER

that | needed all ny nedical decisions to be-

SANDRA
What exactly did Deborah tell you?

JENNI FER
Everyt hi ng.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 68.

SANDRA
So you know about...?

JENNI FER
Yes.

SANDRA

(after a pause)
You know, in spite of what | told you when you first showed
me the ring, | always did think that he was... |’'msorry.

JENNI FER
What did you tell me?

SANDRA
You told nme that Deborah told you everything.

JENNI FER
Wl |, obviously not that everything...

SANDRA
(puzzl ed)
But you know about Johnny.

JENNI FER
Yes, of course. But not everything that was ever said by,
to, or about him

SANDRA
You wouldn’t forget a thing like that... at |east, now that
you renenber him
JENNI FER
| don’t renenber hini
SANDRA
You told ne-
JENNI FER

| told you she told ne about him not that she made ne
remenber him

SANDRA
Oh ny god.

JENNI FER
What’ s wong now?

SANDRA

Nothing, it’s just that.... right nowthere isn’t any reason
you shoul dn’t renenber everything.
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JENNI FER
Wiy woul d | renenber now, after everything that was done?
SANDRA
Because its not supposed to be- | nean, when sonething is
bl ocked out, whether or not its voluntary...
JENNI FER
What ?
SANDRA
Wel |, once you see that... that one thing, there’ s al ways
that one thing... the trigger that’ll help jog your

menory. You see it, and then it all conmes back to you, just
li ke that.

JENNI FER
What do | need to see?
SANDRA
Honey, whatever reason there is that it still isn’'t com ng
back to you, we should be grateful
JENNI FER
We shoul d be grateful ?
SANDRA
Yes. | nean, if Deborah’s told you all this then obviously

you know why | didn't want her to. Whatever you found out
coul d have been that spark that brings back those nenories
whi ch you ve worked so hard to forget...

JENNI FER
| don’t want to forget.

SANDRA
Jenn, you don’t know what you're saying. Only pain can cone
from

JENNI FER
| want to renenber.

SANDRA
Jennifer. ..

JENNI FER
|’ m having tea again with nmy nother in law in a couple
days. Wat should | | ook for over there? Wat kinds of
things in her house might be the type of thing that woul d
provide that... "trigger" as you call it?
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SANDRA
You don’t want to do this..

JENNI FER
VWhat should I |ook for!l??

SANDRA

(sighs)
| don’t know, usually its just about anything connected to
the person. O about your connection to that person. D d
Deborah show you any pictures of himthat mght...?

JENNI FER

Yes, of course | saw the picture. Wat el se?
SANDRA

| really don’t know. | can’t think of anything nore

evocative that would bring it all back. Usually the sight
of the person’s face is all that it should take.

JENNI FER
| do renmenber his face. That's the only thing that-
(pause)
H's face... that’s the one thing that throughout all this I
never did forget. Not even for a little while.

SANDRA
Wul d you |ike sonething to drink?
JENNI FER
No.
SANDRA
If the picture didn't work, then | don’t know what el se
there is to suggest. I'msorry | can't help you here.
JENNI FER
No, you’'re not.
SANDRA
What the hell’s that supposed-
JENNI FER
It neans what it neans!
SANDRA

| s that what you cane here in the mddle of the night to ask
me about ?

JENNI FER
Well, that and Bradford' s files.
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SANDRA
Jennifer, why can't you just |eave this alone and get on
with your life? | mean, you know everything now.

JENNI FER
Yes, | know. But | don’t renenber.

SANDRA

VWhat difference does it nmake?

JENNI FER
| want to renenber! And | want to know just how Bradford
did this, know what he knows. O maybe you could just tel
me.... | knowits not your field, but I"msure you know
enough about. ..
(thinking of the term Deborah told her)
"post hypnotic suggestion” that you can enlighten ne.

SANDRA
What do you want to know?
JENNI FER
Is it possible to be hypnotized to forget sonething?
SANDRA
Vll, obviously it is, or you wouldn’t-
JENNI FER
Oh, don't give me that! | looked it up after | |eft

Deborah’s house. Everything |I’ve read on the subject says
that it can be used to inplant ideas, create nenories of
things that didn’t actually happen, but that it’s very
unlikely it can ever be used to erase nenories of things

t hat di d.

SANDRA
Vi ncent is good.

JENNI FER
Whose idea was it?

SANDRA
What ?

JENNI FER
Whose idea was it to use it on ne?

SANDRA
Jennifer...

JENNI FER

See, Deborah says that it was ny idea.
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SANDRA
kay, well there you-
JENNI FER
No. All she said was that | was unable to take the pain...
SANDRA
You wer e.
JENNI FER

and that | asked to have the nenori es erased because
t hey were too painful.

SANDRA
Yes.

JENNI FER
But when | asked her if she heard nme say that, in so many
wor ds. . .

SANDRA
(pl eadi ng)
Jennifer...

JENNI FER
My nother in law couldn’t believe | woul d-

SANDRA

(rising)
Look, will you stop calling her that for Christ’s
sake? Deborah is not your nother in law. She was never a
part of our famly, and now she’s never-

(falls back down on the couch, in tears)
|"msorry. |"mso sorry.

(She tries to hug her)

JENNI FER
Stop it.

SANDRA
Jenn, please...

(Jennifer gives in, and they hug)

SANDRA
| never neant to hurt you.
JENNI FER
| know.
(after a pause, still hugging Sandra)
| still want to know.
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SANDRA
(pul l'i ng away)
Wat else can | tell you?

JENNI FER
Did I, or did | not, want to have this done to ne?

SANDRA
In the weeks follow ng the funeral you didn't know what you
want ed.

JENNI FER
That’ s not what | asked you.

SANDRA
No, it’s not what you asked, but it is the correct
answer. You weren’'t in any state to-

JENNI FER
And that was your expert nedical judgnent, that | was not
conpetent to nake-

SANDRA
No!'! You were able to conmunicate, but in the condition you
were in, you just weren’'t exactly in a state to elimnate
any anbiguity in your expressed desires. It was up to your

doctors to interpret them.

JENNI FER
What did | say to you, Sandra? Tell ne the exact words!

SANDRA
You said you couldn’t take the pain. Pleaded with ne to do
what ever it took to nake it stop

JENNI FER
And you interpreted that to nean...?
SANDRA
Yes.
JENNI FER

(after a | ong pause)
And |’ m sure you regularly w thhold necessary nedi cations
frompatients who don’t |ike to-

SANDRA
That is different!

JENNI FER
Howis it different?
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SANDRA
It just is! Now can we just-

(Dave, in his underwear, enters fromthe
bedr oom

DAVE
Yo, so did you get it yet or what?
(sees Jennifer)

Heeyyyyyy.... how s it goin’, sis?
(No answer)

That good, huh? Well, if the pizza dude don’'t show up in
t he next -

SANDRA
Do you m nd?

DAVE
Oh yeah, no prob. Well hey, no sense waiting. You know do
we got any nore of that, whatcha call it, the..

SANDRA

| don’t know! Why don't you go | ook!

DAVE
Yo! Don't gotta bite ny head off or nothin ..

(The sisters stare at each other in
silence for a few nonents after he’'s
gone off to the kitchen)

SANDRA
[t’s not what it | ooks like.

JENNI FER
Oh really? That's funny, cuz |I could have sworn there was
a_

SANDRA
Ckay! It is what it |ooks |ike!
JENNI FER
Gad to see it.
SANDRA
VWhat the hell’s that supposed to nean?
JENNI FER
It’s good to see you still have your standards.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 75.

SANDRA
Oh, give it a rest, why don’'t you just-

JENNI FER

(rising)

Don’t worry, |’ m going.

SANDRA
No, wait!

JENNI FER
For what ?

SANDRA
Just sit down... don’t go.

JENNI FER
You want ne to stay?

SANDRA
| don’t know why, but yes.

JENNI FER
You don’t know why?

SANDRA
Just... stay here a couple days, we’ll try to sort it out.

JENNI FER
Sort it out?

SANDRA

Find out whatever it is that you need to see that will be
that trigger you need to..

JENNI FER
You already said it can’t be done.

SANDRA
W don’t know that.... we can try.

JENNI FER

| don’t think that’s such a good i dea.

DAVE

(reenerging fromthe kitchen, with a

bucket of fried chicken, talking with

his mouth full)
Well, it don't |look |like you got no nore of the... hey!

(gestures to Jennifer with a drunstick)
Your sister’s gonna take the extra one off ny hands, but if
you' d like to cone along, |’'msure Larry can get us one nore
ticket.
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JENNI FER
| think I'll take a rain check
gets up again)
| was just leaving. 1’1l let you get back to-
SANDRA
No! Sit down.
(to Dave)
| think maybe you shoul d | eave.
DAVE
What did | say...?
Scene 5

Li ghts crossfade to the park, a few
seconds after the conclusion of
Scene 2. Johnny still stands

t here, hol ding the bear.

J OHNNY
(still looking around for Jennifer)
Hel | 0? Are you out here?
(he sighs and takes out his phone and

di al s)
Hey Bob, where you at?... Yeah, | know you' re still at the
carnival, but where?... Alright, I'll see you back there in
a fewmnutes.... Yeah, | know !l left with the girl but
its... look, | don't wanna talk about it... | mean... Look,
| think she ditched nme okay...? Yeah, I'l|l see you in a
m nut e.
(Towards the end of this, Jennifer has
energed, and is sneaking up on him As
he hangs up, she grabs himplayfully
from behind.)
JOHNNY
Why you. . .
(He drops the bear and chases after her)
JENNI FER
Conme on, cone on!!! \What are you gonna do?
JOHNNY
Thi s!

(He catches up to her and they westle
playfully to the ground.)
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JOHNNY
| thought you ditched ne.

JENNI FER
(getting up as he lets her go)
Ch, | did.
(going to pick up the bear)
But you didn’t think I was gonna | et you get away with
Barry, did you?

JOHNNY
Barry?

JENNI FER
Vell, you won himfor ne, didn’'t you?

JOHNNY
Barry?

JENNI FER

Hey, let ny sister give ne crap about that. She’'ll tell you
all about the cat | naned Kitty.

J OHNNY
Where do you suppose she and her fella wandered off to?
JENNI FER
Oh, there’s no supposing, trust ne. | know exactly where
they are. Same place they are this tinme every year.
JOHNNY
And that would be...?
JENNI FER
Under neat h the bl eachers..
JOHNNY
Get outa here! Are they really...?
JENNI FER
Ch yes, as we speak, |'msure..
JOHNNY
That just seens so unlike her.
JENNI FER
What are you tal king about? You just net her.
JOHNNY
Well, I just nmet you and yet you agreed to nmeet ne out here.
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JENNI FER
VWhat ?

J OHNNY
You didn’t think | wanted to...?

JENNI FER
No.

J OHNNY
| mean, | coul da been sone kinda..

JENNI FER
Yes, | know that.

J OHNNY
So then how did you know that | wasn't?

JENNI FER
| don’t know... | just knew.

(They bot h chuckl e)

JOHNNY
Still... fromwhat | do know of your sister it does just
seem so unlike her. [|’'d never expect that out of her.
JENNI FER
Well, no. Not out of the girl you just net.
JOHNNY
What ?
JENNI FER

The girl she was ten years ago, well that’s another
story. What she- what they try to re-capture every year
her e.

JOHNNY
Sort of alittle ritual, huh?

JENNI FER
Pretty nmuch... this is where they net... nore than ten years
ago.

JOHNNY
She knows that you know?

JENNI FER
Ch yeah. You wouldn’t understand. W’'re sisters, we tell
each other everything. | nean, when she first sneaked away
wi th Danny, she was sixteen... sneaking away from ne and

Mom
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JOHNNY
Was doi ng that behind her nother’s back, huh?
JENNI FER
Yes. And of the little sister who was waaaayyy too young to
under st and what was going on back there... but she did.
pause)
On well. 1’1 hear all about it later this evening, |'m

sure. About how sonmehow it just isn't the sane anynore.

J OHNNY
| guess if they’'re looking for alittle "danger” to add to
the fun of it...

JENNI FER
Yeah, that’s pretty much the idea. Which is why it always
seens to puzzle her why it just isn't the same anynore.

(pause)
But | guess that’s kinda what happens to the couple that
tries so carefully to... "plan their spontaneity".

JOHNNY
Well, then | guess it’s a good thing that the sister who's
hal f of that uninmaginative couple isn't the one that |I'm
here with...

JENNI FER
| s the unimagi native girl who would nanme a bear "Barry" any
better?

J OHNNY
W'll work on it.
JENNI FER
Good.
J OHNNY
We'll show that we can do better than that. How about we

agree that fromnow on, you and | aren't going to try to
re-live old nenories, we’'re gonna create new ones of our
own?

JENNI FER
It’s a deal.

JOHNNY
What do you say we start right now?

JENNI FER
|”d like that.
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(They start kissing, and as they are
doi ng so, she steps backwards, and we
hear the sound of a |eaf crunching
underneath her foot. She pulls away and
| ooks down at it)

JENNI FER
Ch ny god. This is so..

JOHNNY
What? What did | do?

JENNI FER

Not hi ng, nothing. It’'s just...
(kneeling to pick up the crushed | eaf)

This is so perfect. It’s just like....
J OHNNY
Li ke what ?
JENNI FER
Oh, never mnd, it’'s stupid.
J OHNNY
No, tell ne.
JENNI FER
About leaves... It’s just a stupid story fromthe past that
this remnds nme of...
JOHNNY
Cone on. | want to hear..
JENNI FER
Al right...

(She | ooks nostalgically at the |eaf,
for a nonent and begins to speak. Then,
all of a sudden, a confused | ook appears
on her face. A slight change in the
lighting is al so suggested to indicate

t he sudden transition fromthe playback
of this flashback to Jennifer’s present
insertion into this flashback which she
can no | onger renenber.)

JENNI FER
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J OHNNY
Jennifer? Wat’'s wong?
JENNI FER
| don’t know. | don’t know. All of a sudden | can’'t seem
to renmenber.
J OHNNY
It’s alright. It’s late. [|’msure you can tell me about it
| ater.
JENNI FER
No, | can't... | can’t do this..
J OHNNY
Jenni fer?

(She turns to him and suddenly she has
no i dea who he is)

JENNI FER
Who... who are you?
JOHNNY
Jennifer, are you okay?
JENNI FER
No, I"'mnot. Wiere aml1? Wo the hell are you?
J OHNNY

(tries to hug her)
Jenni fer, please..

JENNI FER
(pushes hi m awnay)
No! Don’t touch ne! Don’t you touch ne!

JOHNNY
What is the matter with you?

JENNI FER
Nothing is the matter with nme. Get out of here! Get away
from ne!

age except one point of |ight

Li ghts go out on Johnny and all of the
t
[ lum nating Jennifer)

(
S
i

JENNI FER
CGet away fromne, get away fromne! | don’'t know you,
don’t know this place! | don’t know where | am | don’'t
( MORE)
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JENNI FER (cont’ d)
know what you want fromne. Tell ne, what is this? Tel
me, please, please...

(She falls to her knees, hysterical)
BLACKOUT
Scene 6
Back at the restaurant. A few

weeks follow ng the concl usion of
Scene 4. Sandra sits at the table,

al one.
SANDRA
(answering her phone)

H, Mom.. No she nust have turned it off during her
session this afternoon and not turned it back on.... yes,
she still sees himonce a week... yes, even on her-.... ok,
well I'1l tell her you called, she’s on her way over here
right now... to the steakhouse.... yes, the sanme pl ace,

that’ s where she wanted to go..
(sees Dave approaching the table, and
di sm ssively waves hi m away)
She really likes to torture ne bringing nme back here. |
t hi nk-
(checks to make sure Dave is gone)
| think she even arranges it so we always get the sane

waiter... no, nothing’s wong with that, except- oh, never
mnd. Look I’'Il tell her you called, nake sure she turns
her phone back on, and you can call her in hour or so after
dinner.... alright, Mom | |ove you too.

(She sits there a nonment, texting
somet hi ng as Jenni fer approaches)

JENNI FER
VWhat did we all do before ny operation?

SANDRA
(1 ooki ng up)
What ?  Jenn!
(stands and hugs her)
Happy birthday, honey!

JENNI FER
Thanks
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(They both sit)

SANDRA
Mom says so too. Tried to call you. You never turned your
phone back on after your session with Dr. Robertson

JENNI FER
| saw Dr. Bradford.

SANDRA

(shocked)

What ?

JENNI FER
| had to know... had to know what was in the file you didn’t
want me to see... You know, the one you tried to get himto
destroy?

SANDRA
Jenni fer, you have to understand-

JENNI FER
Oh, | understand. | understand perfectly. | understand
that nmy sister-

DAVE

(appr oachi ng)
So, ladies...

JENNI FER

Not now
DAVE

Make it sinple? Just bring you the usual?
JENNI FER

Yes, fine.
SANDRA

The usual for her, and a nenu for ne... please.
DAVE

Got cha.

(He goes off)
JENNI FER

(trying to re-focus)
What did we all do before the operation?
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SANDRA
VWhat ?

JENNI FER
Before ny operation. You, ne, and Mom.. we all did
somet hi ng.

SANDRA
It wasn’t an "operation”. That’'s not how post-hypnotic
suggestion // works.
JENNI FER
/1 1 know how it works, believe nme. |1’ mnot talking about
that, |I’mtal king about ny appendi x.
SANDRA
Your appendi x? Jenn, you were fourteen years ol d!
JENNI FER
Yes, | know that. That’'s what | want to hear about.
SANDRA

Way do you need ne to tell you about that?

JENNI FER
| don’t know, you tell ne. Wy should that be sonething I
can’'t renenber?

SANDRA
| have no i dea.
JENNI FER
Because it’s in some way connected to Johnny, isn't it?
SANDRA
| don’t know... I'’msure it nust be.
JENNI FER

Something to do with | eaves?

SANDRA
(slowy and pai nfully)
Yes.

JENNI FER
What is ny... what did Bradford call it, nmy "fascination
wth | eaves"?

SANDRA
There’s no way you can't renmenber all the times you used to
tell me, used to tell everybody, about what you thought
about the sound of |eaves...
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JENNI FER

The sound of | eaves?
SANDRA

About the sound they make... crunchi ng underneath your feet.
JENNI FER

Wll | don't.... and | don’t remenber ever thinking that.

(Sandra shakes her head as Dave
approaches with a nenu)

DAVE
Here you go..

SANDRA
No, never m nd.

DAVE
Want me to cone back?

SANDRA
No, get it started.

DAVE
Cet what started?

SANDRA
Just. ..

DAVE
The usual ...?

SANDRA
| don’t know... surprise ne.

(he starts to go)
And don’t forget about...
(nmotions to Jennifer)

DAVE
You got it.
(He goes off, and there is a | ong
si |l ence)
JENNI FER
In my session... the one you tried to erase from exi stence,

we had tal ked about the leaf. The thing about which you
said, if anything would bring back nmy nenory, it would be
that. H's notes show that | discussed the story surrounding
it, and how it connected to sone other story about ny

( MORE)
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JENNI FER (cont’ d)
appendi x, but at the time |I obviously didn't feel the need
to fill in whatever details would help ne to.... rem nd
mysel f of two of nmy nost vivid nenories...

SANDRA
| can fill you in on the one... if you really want to know.
JENNI FER
| do.
SANDRA
Are you sure?
JENNI FER

Yes. Isn’'t that probably the "trigger"” you’ ve tal ked about,
that will help me renenber the rest of it?

SANDRA
Probably. That’s why, before | tell you, | need to know
that you' re absol utel y-

JENNI FER
|"msure! | want to hear it. Tell ne.

SANDRA

(sighs)

Well, | think 1"ve already told you nost of it... about how
you al ways used to say that you liked the sound of | eaves
crunchi ng beneath your feet. | never fully understood why
it was that, of all things... but I knew it was just one of
t hose things that nade you feel like you were alive, in
touch with nature. | suppose everybody’' s got one of those.

For nost people its sonmething |ike watching the sunrise....
one of the first things a man who's just spent the past
twenty years in prison wants to witness i nmedi ately upon his
rel ease. O sonething he wants to see one last tine
before. ..

JENNI FER
What does all this have to do with nmy appendi x?

SANDRA
|"mgetting there. Anyway, when Mom cal |l ed nme, suggested
flying honme to be at your bedside for a couple days, even if

it meant m ssing sone of my classes... told nme how inportant
to you it was that you saw ne one last tine before... |
mean, | knew how silly it was to think-

JENNI FER
Yeah, yeah... let’s get to the point...
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SANDRA
Well, that was you, you know? The girl who faints at the
sight of blood... who, only a few years earlier had sl apped
the syringe out of the nurse’ s hand..
JENNI FER
Ckay, okay...
SANDRA
Didn't block that one out, did you?
JENNI FER
No.
SANDRA
Vll, anyway... | knew you wanted to see ne. And there was

no way | could say no to that, no matter how ridicul ous |
knew it was.

JENNI FER
Yeah, | get it... ny fears were ridiculous..
SANDRA
Jenn. ..
JENNI FER
Go on..
SANDRA
But then | saw you and it all changed. First thing you
said when you saw ne... about how the doctors wouldn't |et

you go outside just once before they had to operate. Said
you just wanted to walk around in the grass and listen to

t he | eaves crunchi ng beneath your feet once nore before you
went under the knife.

(pause)

And that’s where it suddenly hit ne. | don’'t know why, but
| just started bawling ny eyes out. | nean, | knew just how
insane it was to think I wouldn't ever... But when you said
that to ne, after all the years 1'd heard you tell ne about
the leaves... all of a sudden it just seened so real to ne.

JENNI FER
That's it?

SANDRA
No, and then...

JENNI FER

Then what ?
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SANDRA
It’s so stupid..
JENNI FER
Tel | me.
SANDRA
What | did next... | took the plastic bag nomand | had

packed up all your things in to bring to the hospital, took
it outside and gathered up all the newly fallen autum

| eaves out on the grass. Brought them back in, closed the
curtain so they wouldn’t get on us about the ness we were
maki ng, and spread themall over the tile floor.

JENNI FER
And let ne step in them..
SANDRA
And ne... and Mom Al of us acting out the condemed

girl’s final request...

(They stare at each other in silence for
a nmonment. Jennifer, with no nenory
stirred, is unnoved, but Sandra is

W pi ng away tears)

JENNI FER

| was seven years old, you know.
SANDRA

No, you were fourteen.
JENNI FER

| was seven during the whole... syringe incident.
SANDRA

That wasn’t ny point in bringing it // up.
JENNI FER

/1 Well maybe it was mne! D d you ever think about that?
SANDRA

Jenn, what is the matter with you? 1| tell you what you

wanted to hear, a story about sonmething that actually-

JENNI FER
Vell maybe in light of all that’s happened, that isn’'t
exactly the one | just heard.

SANDRA
What did you hear Jennifer?
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JENNI FER
Funny how all | seemto have heard is the story of how
"stupid" everything is that your sister wants.

SANDRA
Jennifer, this is-

JENNI FER

How | ong am | gonna be judged by the way | acted when | was
seven?

(pause for an answer she doesn’'t get)
| guess it should have been pretty obvious how unfit the
girl who couldn’t handl e needl es woul d have been to go
t hrough the pains of bearing Johnny' s children.

SANDRA
| never neant to inply that...
(letting what was just said sink in)
You know?

JENNI FER

Never neant what ?

(thinks for a nonment while Sandra j ust

stares at her)
You nean about commenting on ny supposed unfitness to be a
not her ?

(sil ence)
You did say that... or sonmething just like it to ne, when
told you about Johnny... didn’t you?

(A long pause as her silence answers

that question... then finally:)

SANDRA
|’ msorry you had to renenber this way.

JENNI FER
What ?

SANDRA
That sonething like that... You know | didn't nean it the
way it canme out... that sonething |like that woul d be your
trigger.

JENNI FER
It wasn't.

SANDRA

But you just renenbered what | said to you about. ..
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JENNI FER
| didn't.
(pause)
But why is it that | didn’t have to actually renenber
sonething like that in order to... just know?
(Along silence... then finally:)
SANDRA
| guess Vincent was better than even | thought.
JENNI FER
So why’'d you do it?
SANDRA
| didn’t want you to get // hurt.
JENNI FER
/'l Yeah, |1've heard that one before. | neant why did you

try to destroy whatever |ast piece of the puzzle m ght
actually help at the same tine your were telling ne you were
going to help nme find it?

SANDRA
Jennifer...

JENNI FER
Way did you send..
(1 ooki ng around for Dave)
| overboy... //

SANDRA
/1l oh, please //

JENNI FER
(conti nuous, overl appi ng)
away the other night after I showed up?
(pause)

SANDRA
Listen, it’s your birthday. Wy don’'t we just try to enjoy
the rest of-

JENNI FER
Why did you ask ne to stay if you had no intention of
hel pi ng nme?

SANDRA

(sl ow y)
| don’t know
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JENNI FER
Just another iced tea offer...?

SANDRA
| just wanted your conpany, okay? |Is that so wong?

JENNI FER
No, there’s nothing wong with it.
(pause)
| guess things have gotten rather |onely around your place
si nce-

SANDRA
Stop!! | don’t need your pity.
JENNI FER
No, you don’t. Wy should you?
SANDRA
| don’t need you to tell ne about everything that... Let’s
just...
JENNI FER
Deborah tells me we first nmet at the carnival. Sanme one
wher e-
SANDRA
Stop it! | already told you, we’'re not going there, okay?
JENNI FER

For ten years, you ve never seened to m nd "going there"
every tinme-

SANDRA
kay, well maybe I'’mover it now, maybe it’s tine that |
nove on. Time has a way of changing things. Tinme, and over
ten years of the nobst excruciating crap that’s ever been
di shed out by... | didn’t need it then, and | sure as hel
don’t need it nowl If only I had been fortunate enough to
have soneone who cared enough to erase it all for ne!

JENNI FER
Erase it... "all"?

SANDRA
Everyt hi ng!

JENNI FER
| ncl udi ng the night at-

SANDRA

| ncl udi ng the night at the carnival!
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JENNI FER
Every tinme that you used to talk to ne about...

SANDRA
That was a long tine ago, okay?

JENNI FER
Last tinme, | recall, was... last night at dinner.

(1 ong pause)

But I"'msorry I never... "cared enough" to destroy it for
you.

SANDRA

You know, part of being a grown up is recognizing that not
every unheal thy addi cti on deserves a nonunent when it neans-

JENNI FER
(bui I di ng tension)
- O maybe part of being a grown up is knowi ng how to take
the bad with the good, to accept people as they are, not as
you' d like themto be. Maybe | wanted to just-

SANDRA
(expl odi ng)
You didn’t know what you wanted! You never did! Not
before, not now, and certainly not right after Johnny di ed!

(That did it! There is a long silence,
and then finally:)

JENNI FER
(slow but firm
Just |ike Deborah doesn’t know, and probably never will, |I'm
sure. But maybe not everybody considers her attachnent to
her husband’s tea set so... what was it? "Pathetic"...
Maybe |’ d have liked to have spent the rest of nmy life being
"pat hetic" nyself over Johnny... |I'd try to explain to you

"what the hell’s that supposed to nean?", but that woul d be
wasting ny breath.
(She takes the preserved | eaf out of her
purse and tosses it onto the table)
Here, you can have this.

SANDRA

| don’t want your-
JENNI FER

Keep it! It’s yours. It means nothing to nme now.
SANDRA

What have | done that is so wong...?
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(Dave comes out, probably al so
acconpani ed by Johnny, doubling as

anot her waiter again. They are both
carrying a cake and/ or a speci al
"birthday drink"™ and singing. They
finish, present it/themto Jennifer, at
whi ch point she stands, takes the cake
and hits Sandra in the face with it- or
throws the drink in her face if the
former is too difficult to stage...)

DAVE
(after a pause in which Johnny goes off)
Dude! What the hell was that for?

JENNI FER
(sl ow y)
Killing ny husband.

(She exits, slowy. Dave just stares at
Sandra for a few nonments, and then

finally:)
DAVE
(offering her a towel)
Her e.
SANDRA
Thanks.
DAVE

(starting to go)
Lemme get you sone nore-

SANDRA
(wi pi ng hersel f off)
No, it’s fine... I'’mfine.
DAVE
Hey, | know it probably don’'t nmake a lotta sense to ask you

sonething like this right now, but this Saturday | got an
extra ticket for the ball gane, front row...

SANDRA
Sounds like a blast...

DAVE
You know, you don’t gotta- What?
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That’ s great. ..

SANDRA
wouldn’t mss it for the world.

THE END

94.



